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Purple Traps Become Focus of  
Detection Strategy for EAB  
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Destructive 

Survey 

√ Survey completed EAB bark-stripping crew atop of the bark-peeled shavings.   
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Eradication Cut         

Just About Complete 
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What's That Purple Thing in the Tree? 
It's not a decoration. It's not a kite. It's a trap. 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture is using these -----.-
purple traps to look for the Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB), an invasive pest that is deadly 
to ash trees. EAB is small and stealth-like in its 
behavior patterns and is extremely difficult to 
detect. If not controlled, EAB threatens to 
devastate the entire ash species in North 
America. 

These traps will help us determine if EAB is in 
the area. The traps will be used throughout the 
summer months. 

We are asking for your cooperation in ensuring 
that these traps are left alone to "do their thing." 
Spread the message about these purple traps 
and EAB. 

EAB likes to hitchhike on firewood. Don't move firewood. 
Buy locally and burn locally. 

For more on EAB, visit www.lllinoisEAB.com 

• Illinois a A°griculture 
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If you suspect EAB, please contact your city forester or local arborist or take digital photographs of the tree 

and the symptoms it is expressing and email them with contact info to: AGR.EAB@Illinois.gov 
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Illinois Department of Agriculture ~ DeKalb Office  

2280 Bethany Road, Suite B ~ DeKalb, IL 60115 

815/787-5476 ~ 815/787-5488 fax 

Hotline: 800/641-3934 

Celebrate Arbor Day  

Diversify the Canopy  
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Illinoisans will now have an effective 
alternative to tree removal in their 
arsenal against the Emerald Ash 
Borer, a deadly wood-boring beetle 

that has plagued Illinois and North America long before its initial dis-

covery in 2002. 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture on April 15, approved a spe-
cial local need request for the use of Tree-ägeTM, an insecticide 
touted as the most effective chemical weapon against EAB.  Nearing 
100 percent effectiveness, the product, developed by Swiss agro-
chemical company Syngenta and Massachusetts firm Arborjet, has 
an active ingredient called emamectin benzoate which is injected 
directly into the ash tree’s vascular system where EAB larvae feast.  
The direct injection affects only the beetle larvae and will not harm 
anything coming into contact with the tree such as butterflies, birds 

and squirrels.     

After yearlong preliminary studies, Michigan and most recently, 
Indiana officials have approved the chemical. Based on results in 
Michigan, preliminary evidence suggests that a single treatment 

could provide up to two years of control.   

Ideally intended as a preventative treatment for healthy, non-EAB-
infested trees, Tree-ägeTM  is most suitable for trees in close prox-

imity to EAB-infested areas.   

“IDA encourages property owners to consult with a certified arbor-
ist or tree care company to discuss treatment pricing and other op-
tions suitable for their situation,” says Warren Goetsch, bureau chief 
of Environmental Programs.  “Cost will be a factor for most home-
owners. This tool will most likely be used by golf courses and other 
landscape areas where entire canopies may be devastated affecting 

their local commerce.”   
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