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June 30, 2022

The Honorable JB Pritzker
Governor of lllinois

Capito! Building

Springfield, linois 62706-1150

Dear Governor Pritzker:

In accordance with Section 3 of the lllinois Bees and Apiaries Act [510 ILCS 20/3], the Illinois Department
of Agriculture is directed to submit an annual apiary inspection report to the Governor and the lllinois
State Beekeepers Association. The report contains the findings of the Department’s inspections of
apiaries across lllinois on a fiscal year basis.

Please find enclosed the fiscal year 2022 Apiary Inspection Annual Report. Do not hesitate to contact
Brian Rennecker, Acting Apiary Inspection Supervisor, if there are questions regarding the contents of
the report.

Sincerely,

= Oz =
Jerry Costélio I
Director

Copy: Kristi Jones, IDOA
Jeremy Flynn, IDOA
Rob Baren, IDOA
Krista Lisser, IDOA
IDCA Apiary Inspectors
Rose Leedle, ISBA
Rich Ramsey, ISBA
Steve Petrilli, ISBA

Enclosure



Fiscal Year 2022 Apiary Inspection Annual Report
Iinois Department of Agriculture
(July %, 2021 through June 30, 2022)

The Illinois Department of Agriculture administers the Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act (Act). Department
Apiary Inspectors examine honeybee colonies around the state for the issuance of moving permits, to
monitor the health of the bee population, to help prevent the spread of diseases and pests of the honeybee
and to provide advice on general honeybee management,

Beekeeping in Illinois continues to be a hobbyist endeavor with almost 89% of the beekeepers managing
10 colonies or less (Table 1). 37 beekeepers maintain 100 or more colonies in the state.

Beekeepers are required to register with the Department of Agriculture. As of the end of Fiscal Year
2022, 5,159 beekeepers were managing 35,633 colonies in 6,746 apiaries in Illinois (Table 2). The
number of registered beekeepers has again increased. 503 beekeepers were newly registered during the
fiscal year. The total number of registered beekeepers statewide has gradually increased each year since
2003. Table 3 lists the number of colonies and apiaries registered in each county in Illinois. Will County
had the highest number of colonies with 3,210. Lake County and Cook County placed second and third,
with 2,862 and 2,229 colonics, respectively.

Colony inspection statistics for Fiscal Year 2022 and several previous years are included in Table 4.
From July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022 702 apiaries containing 7,673 colonies were visited. Of these
colonies, 3,790 were actually opened and inspected. American Foulbrood Disease (AFB) was detected in
only 10 colonies. The number of colonies infected with European Foulbrood (EFB) and Chalkbrood
decreased from Fiscal Year 2021,

Varroa mites continue to be found throughout the state. Inspection reports during the fiscal year indicated
a decrease in varroa mite levels as compared to last year. This may be due in part to the randomness of
inspections, the time of year inspections were made, environmental conditions, more effective treatments
for varroa mite control and rotating miticides.

Reports from around the state indicated colony losses following the winter weather affected most
beekeepers to some degree. Some lost most, or all, of their colonies, while some beekeepers had a minor
loss. Also, interest in colonies for pollination continues to increase due to the lack of feral colonies and
the realization of the importance of honeybee pollination.

Tracheal mites are not listed as a regulated parasite in the Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act and rules.
However, examinations for tracheal mites can still be performed when requested. Tracheal mites were
not discovered in any colonies in conjunction with Department apiary inspections for Fiscal Year 2022.

The small hive beetle (SHB) continues to be a problem in Iilinois. Given the Department’s inspections
and input from the Indusiry, the SHB has spread most likely to all Illinois counties. In Fiscal year 2021
the IDOA found 369 colonies that contained the SHB, while in Fiscal Year 2022 703 colonies had SHB.
Based upon our inspections in Fiscal Year 2021, we expected these numbers to be lower than reported.
Beekeepers are using various control methods {e.g., traps, other non-chemical control methods) to
manage the beetle. The Department continues to closely monitor the movement of the SHB across
linois.



Depariment Apiary Inspectors encountered a few cases of overly aggressive bees during their inspections.
Samples were collected and sent to the USDA laboratory in Tucson, Arizona for testing. All tests were
negative for the presence of Africanized genes in those samples.

The Department and the Illinois State Beekeepers Association continue to encourage active
communication between beekeepers and licensed pesticide applicators to accomplish the reduction of
honeybee exposure to various pesticides (herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, etc.). There have been some
instances where honeybees have been exposed to these materials, at times with catastrophic impacts.
Progress is being made with the needed communication.

Licensed pesticide applicators can continue to gain contact and locational information related to Illinois
beekeepers on the Department’s website through the FieldWatch internet site. In addition, beekeepers can
register their colonics on the FieldWatch site. The Department encourages pesticide applicators to contact
beekeepers well in advance of an application to allow them to take needed steps to protect his or her
honeybee colonies. This is a voluntary process that does not guarantee the complete elimination of
potential pesticide exposures to honeybee colonies. However, if the pesticide user community and
beekeepers work together, these potential exposures can be greatly reduced.
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Annual Report Table 1

Number of Beekeepers Percentage of Beekeepers
284 5.50
3,621 70.13
674 13.05
310 6.00
194 3.76
43 0.83
27 0.52
3 0.06
2 0.04
0 0.00
5 0.10

These counts are based on the current Active status and not a specific State Fiscal
Year due to the issue of renewals that can take place from Jan 1 through October 1.
Also, because newly registered Owners are not required to renew following their first
year, the inaccuracy would be compounded.



6/28/22, 12:32 PM Anpual Report Table 2

Number of

Registered N:n;:g;sof Né’;?::i';:f Colonies/Beekeepers Colonies/Apiaries
Beekeepers P

5,160 6,747 35,634 6.91 5.28

These counts are based on the current Active status and not a specific State Fiscal
Year due to the issue of renewals that can take place from Jan 1 through October 1.
Also, because newly registered Owners are not required to renew following their first
year, the inaccuracy would be compounded.



