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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

(Commencing at 5:30 p.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: This evening is
going to be a little different than nmaybe sone
public informational neetings you ve been a part of
in the past. There's actually two separate neetings
toni ght, one at 5:30 and one again at 8:00. So just
for clarity sake, the first neeting at 5:30 p.m is
for what is being referred to as the Parks E5
li vestock facility and the eight o'clock neeting
wll be for the Parks E6 livestock facility.

Before we get started, please if everyone
woul d turn your cell phones to silent. Thank you.

On behal f of John Sullivan, Director of
the Illinois Departnent of Agriculture, we thank you
very nmuch for the invitation to cone to |Iroquois
County today. M nane is John Teefey. | amwth
the Illinois Departnent of Agriculture and I wll be
serving as the hearing officer for tonight's public
i nformational neeting. Also with ne on behal f of
t he departnment are Warren Goetsch, Deputy Director
of the Illinois Departnent of Agriculture; Doug
Onens, Chief of the Departnent's Bureau of
Envi ronnmental Prograns; and Rosari o Johnstone,

Manager of the Bureau's Technical Services and
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

Pestici de Laboratory section.

This nmeeting i s being conducted pursuant
to Section 12 of the Livestock Managenent Facilities
Act. The informational neeting is being held at the
request of the Iroquois County Board and is to
afford nenbers of the public an opportunity to ask
questions and present oral and witten testi nony
regardi ng the proposed construction of a new 1, 800
animal unit swine facility by Parks Livestock.

My task this evening is to ensure that
this nmeeting is conducted in an orderly fashion and
to ensure that all coments and testinony received
are entered into the record. Tonight's neeting is
bei ng transcribed -- is being transcribed. The
transcript of this neeting will be sent to the
I roquois County Board as well as used by the
Departnment of Agriculture in nmaking its

determ nation regardi ng the proposed construction of

this facility. In order to ensure that we have an
orderly process, | wll quickly explain how this
neeting will proceed this evening.

First, following ny comments, \Warren
Goetsch will provide an overview of the provisions

of the Livestock Managenent Facilities Act as it
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

relates to this particular project, specifically
outlining the current status of this project and how
t he process will proceed follow ng this neeting.

Foll owi ng M. GCoetsch, representatives for
t he proposed construction project will be given an
opportunity to describe the project and denonstrate
how they believe it neets the siting criteria of the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act.

After their presentation, | will open the
meeting to questions. Anyone w shing to ask
questions of the facility representatives or the
departnent wll be given an opportunity to do so.

Duri ng the question and answer session, |
w il ask that you state your nane and spell your
| ast nanme for the court reporter. You then may ask
your question. Depending on the number of people
who wish to testify in the oral testinony phase of
the nmeeting, which is after the question phase,
there nay be tine -- there nay be atinme limt
pl aced on the questioni ng phase of tonight's
nmeet i ng.

Fol | owi ng t he question and answer phase, |
wll ask for witten testinony. |f anyone has

witten testinony that is not part of your oral
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testinony, | wll accept it and enter it into the
record for this proceeding. |If you have witten
material that you will be using as part of your oral

testinony, it can be entered into the record
follow ng your oral testinony. Depending on the
anount of time that has elapsed at this point in the
neeting, we wll then take a short break.

Followng the witten testinony, | wll
ask for oral testinony fromthe public. Sign-in
sheets were placed at the door as you cane in, the
second door over there, one sheet for attendance and
a second sheet for testinony. People who wsh to
provide comments during this oral testinony phase
are asked to sign the oral testinony sheet.

Peopl e providing oral comments wll be
sworn in. Each person will be given three m nutes
to provide his or her comments. Legal counsel
speaking on behalf of multiple clients will be given
a total of 15 mnutes for all clients and wll be
asked to state the nanes of all the persons on whose
behal f he or she is speaking. Deferring tine to
ot her speakers will not be allowed. If you signed
the oral testinony sheet, you may either speak or,

I f you have changed your m nd, you may pass. You
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

may not give your tine to soneone el se.

The nmeeting will then conclude with
closing comments fromthe facility and fromthe
Departnment of Agricul ture.

So to summari ze the procedure, tonight we
will first have comments fromthe departnent, then
we'll have comments fromthe facility, then we'l
have questions directed to the departnent and the
facility. Please renenber to state your name and
spell your last nane for the court reporter. | wll
t hen accept witten testinony. Then oral testinony
will be given fromthe public. People wll be sworn
I n and questions nay be asked foll ow ng the
testinony and then cl osi ng conments.

Pl ease keep in mnd that we are not here
this evening to discuss or debate the nerits or
per cei ved i nadequaci es of the existing regul ati ons
or laws. W are here tonight to receive information
on this particular proposed livestock facility to
assist with determ ning conpliance wth the existing
regulations. This is a public informational
neeting, not a court proceeding. The purpose is to
share informati on and provi de an opportunity for the

departnent, nmenbers of the county board and you, the

Area Wide Reporting and Video Conferencing
1-800-747-6789




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

public, to | earn about the proposed facility.

Agai n, we very nuch appreciate your
hospitality for inviting us here tonight to consider
t he proposed construction of the Parks E5 sw ne
facility. Please renenber to confine your coments
and questions to this subject matter as we conti nue.

Before we nove to the departnent's initial
comments, do we have any nenbers fromthe Iroquois
County Board here with us this evening? All right,
t hank you very nmuch for comng. |If you wouldn't
m nd just standing and stating your nane for the
record, that would be great.

MR ZUMMLT: M nane is John Zumnal t,
spelled Z-U-MWA-L-T.

MR. BARD: Roger Bard, B-A-R-D.

MR, STICHNOTH. Marvin Stichnoth spelled
ST-1-GCHNOT-H

VMB. DUBY: Leann Duby, D U-B-Y.

M5. CRON Donna Crow, GR-OW

MR. SHURE: John Shure, S-H U R E, county
board chai r man.

MR. TEEFEY: Thank you very much for
attending this neeting tonight. It is greatly

appreciated. | wll now turn the proceedi ngs over
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to Warren Goetsch for remarks fromthe Illinois
Depart nent of Agricul ture.
MR, GCOETSCH:. Good evening. Can you hear

me okay or do | need to use the mc? M nane is

Warren Goetsch. | currently serve as the Deputy
Director at the Illinois Departnent of Agriculture.
One of our duties -- one of our responsibilities at

the departnent is the adm ni strati on of vari ous
provi sions of the Livestock Managenent Facilities
Act. On behalf of the departnent, |let ne wel cone
you to this public informational nmeeting.

Before we hear fromthe proposed
facility's representatives, I'd like to say a few
wor ds regardi ng the applicable provisions of the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act and the current
status of this proposed project.

The Livestock Managenent Facilities Act
was originally passed and becanme | aw on May 21st of
1996. Since that tinme, the act has been anended
seven tines, three of which have been substantive.
The act can be generally described as covering five
maj or areas, those being facility design standards,
wast e managenent planning requirenents, facility

operator training and testing, anaerobic |agoon
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financial responsibility denponstration, and facility
set back requirenents.

Each of these provisions inpacts various
types of facilities in different ways dependi ng upon
their size, expressed in aninmal units, and whet her
the proposed facility is considered as a new
facility, a nodified facility or the expansion of an
existing site.

The Livestock Managenent Facilities Act
provisions are quite conplicated, and specific
facility designs and situations certainly can
differ. It is, however, the departnent’'s intention
to always fairly and equitably apply these
requirenents to the livestock industry in this
state.

Now, regarding the current status of this
project, the departnment received a fornal Notice of
Intent to Construct application for the proposed
construction of a swne facility on June 19th of
2019. The proposed project is to consist of the
construction of one 108[sic] foot 8 inch by 341 feet
swine finishing building with concrete slats and an
8 foot deep underbuil ding concrete |livestock waste

holding facility.
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The project is proposed to be | ocated
approximately 1.75 mles east of Stockl and,
Il'linois, in southeastern Iroquois County. The
application was submtted by Frank and West
Envi ronnent al Engi neers on behal f of Parks
Li vest ock.

The maxi mum desi gn capacity of the
proposed facility is 1,800 aninal units or 4,500
head of swi ne greater than 55 pounds.

As | nentioned earlier, the departnent
received the Notice of Intent to Construct
application on June 19th and reviewed it for
conpliance with the applicable provisions of the
act. On July 17th, the departnent determ ned that
the notice was conplete and forwarded a copy of the
conpl eted application to the Iroquois County Board.
Noti ce of that application was al so published in the
appropri ate newspapers at that tine.

The design capacity of the proposed
facility requires conpliance with a residenti al
set back di stance of not |ess than 1,320 feet and a
popul at ed area setback di stance of not | ess than
2,640 feet.

On August 16t h, the departnment received
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official notice fromthe Iroquois County Board
requesting that a public infornmational neeting be
schedul ed regardi ng the proposal. After further
consultation with the county board, the departnent
schedul ed this neeting and caused notice of the
neeting to be published in the appropriate
newspapers.

An addi tional requirenent of the Livestock
Managenent Facilities Act deals with the design and
construction plans of a |livestock waste handling
facility. The departnent has received a fornal
submttal of detail ed engineering design plans and
specifications for the proposed project's
underbuil ding |ivestock waste handling facility.
However, a detailed review of the aforenentioned
pl ans has not been conpleted at this tinme. As such,
t he departnent is currently unable to conment as to
the conpliance with the statutory requirenents of
t he act.

W are here this evening to receive
testi nony regardi ng the proposed |ivestock
managenment facility's conpliance with the eight
siting criteria as defined in Section 12 Paragraph D

of the Livestock Managenent Facilities Act. 1In
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general, information regarding the foll ow ng woul d
be appropriate for this evening' s neeting: nanure
managenent pl anni ng, potential inpact of the
proposed facility on the surroundi ng area's
character, whether the proposed facility is | ocated
Wi thin any fl oodpl ains or other sensitive areas,
odor control plans, possible inpact of the proposed
facility on existing area traffic patterns, and
possi bl e i npact of the proposed facility on
community growh, tourismand recreation or econonic
devel opnent of the area.

Copies of the specific criteria were
avail able on the table with the sign-in sheets.
There were two: a little booklet formand also a
single sheet. |If anyone wants a copy and didn't get
one, if you' d just raise your hand, we'll make sure
t hat you have one if you need it.

Finally, the process that wll be foll owed
after this evening's neeting is as follows. The
county board will have up to 30 busi ness days from
today's neeting to submt to the departnent a
nonbi ndi ng recomrendation relative to the proposed
siting of the facility. Thus, a recomendation from

the Iroquois County Board is due at the departnent
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on or before COctober 18, 2019.

After the close of the county's 30
busi ness day comrent period, the departnent wl|
have 15 cal endar days, or until Novenber 2nd, to
review all the information submtted to date,

I ncluding the Notice of Intent to Construct, the
construction plans, transcripts fromtonight's
neeting, the county board' s reconmendati on, and any
ot her additional information submtted by the owners
at the request of the departnent.

Based on that review, the departnent wl|
determ ne whether the eight siting criteria have
been net by the application. Once that
determ nati on has been nade, the departnment wll
notify both the county board and the applicant of
t he departnent's determ nati on.

M. Hearing Oficer, at this tine I'd like
to submt the conplete Notice of Intent to Construct
application and its associ ated correspondence file
for formal entry into the record as an exhibit. [|'d
also like to submt a copy of the Power Poi nt
presentation associated with ny conmments for an
exhibit as well.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Entered into the
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record as Exhibit No. 1 is the conpleted Notice of
Intent to Construct including correspondence between
t he departnent and the applicant, notices of the
public informational neeting and correspondence with
the Iroquois County officials. Also entered into
the record as Exhibit No. 2 is the departnent's
Power Poi nt presentation. Thank you, M. Goetsch.

At this tine, we wll hear comments from
the facility. Before those comments begin, for
t hose who will be presenting information, please
state your nane and spell your last name for the
court reporter, and then after you've done that, I
will swear you in together. So if you would go
ahead and start here and say your nane for the court
reporter.

MR, HARRI SON: Yes, ny name is Wade
Harrison, HA-RRI1-S-ON

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Are you the only
one to --

MR JAMES: No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ckay.

MR JAMES: David Janes, J-A-ME-S

MR N Ms: Jake Ninms, N-I1-MS.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: So woul d al |
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representatives rai se your right hand?

(M. Wade Harrison, M. David Janes and
M. Jake Nins were duly sworn.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. You
may proceed with your testinony.

MR. JAMES. Good evening. First of all,
ny nane is David Janes and | serve as the finishing
constructi on and production nanager for the Parks
Conpanies. 1'd like to welcone all of you all here
tonight for this public hearing.

| have a veterinary degree from Auburn
University and a naster's degree fromthe University
of Illinois. For the past 11 years, |'ve worked
wth the Parks Conpanies, and prior to this | worked
for Premum Standard Farns in a production role,
they are now Smthfield, and prior to that I was in
private practice.

|"d like to share a bit of information
about the Parks Conpanies. Parks famly has deep
roots in Vermlion County. Lawence, president of
t he Parks Conpanies, |earned how to buy and sell
i vestock from his grandfather LlIoyd Parks and
father Gary Parks as a young boy and has been doi ng

so ever since. This inspired himto create his own
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sw ne marketing business. Lawence and his wfe
Deanna have five children including Lauren, Hayden,
Hai | ey, Marissa and MacKenzie. Wth their

i nvol venent in the business, they are the fourth
generation to serve the livestock industry.

Lawr ence's focus has al ways been on
integrity and doing the right thing to build his
fam | y- owned business. Parks currently works wth
nore than 30 farmfamlies who raise pigs. The
Par ks Conpany currently offers several services al
related to the swine industry. These services
I nclude, cull sw ne nmarketing, butcher hog
mar keti ng, roaster pig harvest and processing,
transportation, trailer wash facilities, early weans
and feeder pig marketing, finishing buildings,
consulting, forward pricing and orderly
i quidations. Al of these services are
acconplished wwth a team of over 150 dedi cated
enpl oyees.

The pig barn we propose to construct is a

wean-to-finish barn that has the capacity of 4500

pi gs. Waned pigs will conme into this facility and
weaned pigs will weigh probably roughly 12 pounds or
so when they cone in, and they'll all cone in at
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once or over a two week period. Then approxi mately

six nonths |ater, those pigs wll be market weight,

whi ch is roughly 280 to 300 pounds and they'll go to
market. At that tine, the facility would be

enpti ed, cleaned up, sanitized and di sinfected, and

then a new batch of wean pigs would conme in to start
t he cycl e again.

Ef fi ngham Equity will own the pigs.

Ant hony Lucht will provide daily pig care and wi ||
utilize the manure on his crop ground. The pigs
will be fed a corn/soy ration produced at Effi ngham
Equity's Horace, Illinois, feed mll. The pigs in
the barn wll consune 100,000 to 120, 000 bushel s of
corn and 3,000 to 4,000 bushels of soybean neal
annual ly and the pigs will drink on the average
about one and a half gallons of water per day.

Each barn represents a new i nvestnent in
the county of 1.2 to 1.4 mllion dollars and w ||
provide | ocal tax revenues potentially of 15 to
$20, 000 annual ly, of which about 9 to 10,000 will go
to the MIford School District.

The pig barn as was said will be 101 feet
8 inches by 341 feet and will conply with all

Illinois Departnent of Agriculture requirenents as
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it relates to construction and contai nnent accordi ng
t o engi neered pl ans prepared by our consulting

engi neers Frank and West and approved by the
I1l1inois Departnment of Agriculture. The Illinois
Departnment of Agricul ture nmakes inspections during

t he preconstruction and constructi on process.

And Jake Nins is here with us tonight from
the engineering firmFrank and West, and he will now
go over the eight siting criteria requirenments.

MR N M. As David said, ny nane is Jake
Ninms. |I'mwth Frank and West Environnent al
Engi neers in Springfield. Excited to be here
tonight. Actually I'"'mfromIroquois County, grew up
just down the road in Onarga, so this is ny first
opportunity to have one of these public hearings
here in ny home county.

What I|'mgoing to talk about a little bit
Is the -- just to give you a quick farm overvi ew and
a layout of the building itself and then we'll go
over each one of the eight criteria that Warren
mentioned in his presentation.

Here's a Google Earth show ng the
| ocation. I'mnot sure if you can see in the back,

but Stockland is | ocated here, and then the pin over
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here is where the actually barn is going to be
| ocat ed.

This is just an Aut oCAD drawi ng of the
| ayout of the barn itself. As nentioned earlier,
di rensi ons are 101 feet by 8 inches by 341 feet
long. It wll be oriented in a north-south
di recti on.

This is a quick list of the eight siting
criteria that Warren nentioned before. As | go
t hrough each one of them I'll give a little nore
detail ed explanation. So we'll just nove straight
into Siting Criteria 1, whether registration and
| i vest ock waste nmanagenent plan certification
requirenents, if required, are net by the Notice of
Intent to Construct. The Notice of Intent to
Construct was filed with the Departnent of Ag on
June 19th and it was deened conplete by themon July
17t h.

According to the Livestock Managenent
Facilities Act, a farm which exceeds 1,000 ani nal
units but has |l ess than 5,000 shall prepare,
mai ntai n and i nplenment a nutrient nmanagenent plan
wi thin 60 days after comrenci ng operation. This

particular farmintends to prepare, maintain and
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I mpl enent a conprehensive nutrient managenent pl an.

The farmwi Il submt to the Departnent of
Ag the nutrient managenent plan certification form
certifying that the nutrient managenent plan has
been prepared. The farmw Il keep conprehensive
nutri ent managenment plan records of waste di sposal
on file at the farm and the conprehensive nutrient
managenent plan and associ ated records will be
avai l abl e for Departnment of Ag inspections.

The goal of the conprehensive nutrient
management plan, which I'Il just say CNMP for here
on out, wll be to utilize the manure at approved
agronom c | oading rates that neet the nutrient needs
of locally grown crops in an environnental ly sound
f ashi on.

This goal will be acconplished by
devel oping a CNMP whi ch includes the follow ng:
total annual manure vol une cal cul ati ons,
historically proven yields in agricultural -- in
application areas, manure analysis to provide the
nutrient content of the manure, agronom c | oading
rates of manure, | and application provisions for
set backs and i ncorporation standards, and

docunentation of all phases of the plan.
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Moving on to criteria, Siting Criteria 2,
whet her the design, |ocation or proposed operation
will protect the environment by being consistent
with the Livestock Managenent Facilities Act.

Part 1 of this criteria is the design of
the concrete structure itself. The proposed manure
pit wll be designed according to M dWst Pl an
Service's concrete manure storage handbook gui dance.
M dWest Plan Service is a university-based
publ i shing cooperative dedi cated to publishing and
di ssem nati ng research-based and peer-revi ewed
publications. Wthin that docunent, there are
requi renents for concrete specifications,
rei nforcenent requirenents and wat er st op
requi renments. And again, the design of this
particular farmw |l consist of plans for one
finishing barn.

This next slide is just a picture of a
typical finishing barn | ayout. The di nensions
aren't exactly the sane as what's proposed on this
site, but the general |look is the sanme fromthe
out si de.

This shows a typical pen |ayout within the

barn itsel f.
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And this is a graphic of a cross-section
of the pit itself. The super structure of the
building itself would -- doesn't |ook unlike a
typi cal house. The animals are standing on a
slatted floor that is 8 foot deep, and then the
manure storage is located in the pit beneath the
sl ats.

Part 2 of Siting Criteria 2 is the
| ocation itself. The |ocation and setback di stances
have been nmet for both an occupi ed residence and a
popul ated area. As nentioned earlier, the |ocation
was deened conpl ete by the Departnent of Ag on July
17t h.

Part 3 of Siting Criteria 2 is the
proposed operation. The nanager of the farmw || be
a certified livestock manager. This is a program
devel oped by the Departnent of Ag to educate
| i vest ock nanagers on manure managenent handl i ng and
systens. Managers of farnms over 1,000 aninal units
are required to attend a training course and pass an
exam The Livestock WAste Managenent Plan w ||
detail the operation at the farmso that all nmanure
applications wll be based on site specific data.

Siting Criteria 3, location conpatibility.
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Whet her the location mnimzes any inconpatibility
with the surroundi ng area's character by being zoned
for agriculture, where the county has zoning, or
where the county is not zoned, the setback

requi rements established by the LMFA are conpli ed
Wit h.

This map shows the entire State of
Illinois and show ng counties that are either zoned
agriculture or do not have zoning. The greenish
counties are counties that have adopted ag zoni ng
for agriculture and the reddi sh or purplish counties
are not zoned. As you can see fromthe nmap | ocated
down in the sout heast corner of Iroquois County, we
are in a county that has -- the |location is zoned
for agriculture itself.

Set backs. 4,500 ani nals over 55 pounds
equate to 1,800 animal units. This requires an
occupi ed residence setback of 1,320 feet or a
quarter mle, and a popul ated area setback of 2,640
feet or a half mle. And again, the setbacks were
deened conplete on July 17th.

Criteria 4, whether the farmis | ocated
within a 100-year fl oodplain or an otherw se

environnentally sensitive area, and whet her

Area Wide Reporting and Video Conferencing
1-800-747-6789




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

25

construction standards set forth in the Notice of
Intent are consistent with the goal of protecting
t he safety of the area.

This is a map obtained fromthe online
FEMA Fl ood Map Service Center show ng the | ocation
of the arrow -- |ocation of the building would be
right in here [indicating]. The 100-year fl oodpl ain
does not show up in this area at all. |If you would,
there's a lightish blue hatching, but as you can
see, there's no floodplain issues in the i mmedi ate
vicinity of the proposed | ocation.

Part 4 -- or the next part of Siting
Criteria 4 is a karst area. This is defined as an
area with a |l and surface containing sinkholes, |arge
springs, disrupted | and drai nage and under gr ound
systens associated with karstified carbonate bedrock
and caves or a | and surface w thout these features
but containing a karstified carbonate bedrock unit
generally overlain by |less than 60 feet of
unconsol i dated materi al s.

The left side of the map shows the State
of Illinois. You can see Iroquois County is not
known to have any karst areas in this particular

area. The right side of the map is just a zooned-in
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there's no hatched areas in the vicinity.

Aqui fer material is the next part of this
criteria and that is defined as sandstone that is 5
feet or nore in thickness or fractured carbonate
that is 10 feet or nore in thickness, or sand,
gravel, or sand and gravel, such that there is at
| east 2 feet or nore present within any 5 foot
section of a soil boring.

Site investigation was conducted on July
23rd. Actually I did the site investigation nyself,
pushed the soil boring to 11 foot bel ow the current
surface. Typically an 8 foot pit would be put 5 to
6 feet in the ground, and with the requirenents
having to go 5 foot below that, that's why | did an
11 foot boring. MNo aquifer material was found
wi t hin that boring.

Criteria 5, whether the owner or operator
has submtted plans for operation that mnim ze the
| i kel i hood of any environnental damage to the
surrounding area fromspills, runoff and | eachi ng.

For spills, the proposed pit has proper
sizing. |1t has adequate storage capacity. The LMA

requires a liquid storage tank like this to have 150
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days of storage. In actuality, this particular pit
w Il have in excess of 365 days. And the pit itself
I's designed as a closed system so there's no
uncontrol l ed rel ease of |ivestock manure.

Runof f. The final grade of the proposed
building will be so that any fresh water will be
diverted away fromthe pit and not into the pit,

t heref ore not decreasi ng any storage capacity of the
barn itself and not introducing any fresh water into
t he system

Leaching. The farmis designed so as to
prevent a rel ease of |ivestock nanure. This is
acconplished with solid concrete construction
reinforced wwth grade 60 rebar. Waterstop wll be
pl aced in all construction and stoppage joints. And
all surfaces in contact with the livestock manure,
in this case concrete, will neet the required
perneability standards.

Siting Criteria 6, whether odor control
pl ans are reasonabl e and i ncorporate reasonabl e or
I nnovat i ve odor reduction technol ogi es given the
current state of such technol ogi es.

The proposed farmw Il inplenent a

conpr ehensi ve odor control plan. This consists of
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controlled | and application of manure, routine
mai nt enance of the barn, feed nanagenent, and
| ocati on.

The controll ed application of manure by
i nj ecti on based upon nitrogen and phosphorus | oadi ng
fromactual on-site data. The Parks 5E farm i ntends
to utilize injection as the application nethod for
manure. This mnimzes the contact wwth air. It is
w dely accepted as the best avail able technol ogy for
manur e applicati on.

All livestock manure will be applied by a

custom applicator, and all application equi pnent

will contain the follow ng safety controls. The
equi pnent wll be visually nonitored conti nuously,
there will be energency shutoffs in the cab, and
there will be comruni cation between personne

avail able at all tines.

This is an exanple of an injection wth
manure tanker. The tractor would pull the nmanure
tank through the fields. The discs pull behind
simlar to an anhydrous applicator that we see
commonly throughout this area. The manure is
injected into the ground at the root |evel, and then

the di scs behind close up the furrow m nim zing the
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contact with air.

That's a close-up, little farther --
cl oser-up view of the back end of that tanker.

And then this is an exanple of an
injection wwth drag |line system The furrow -- the
back end of the machine is simlar, but rather than
havi ng one tank that you're pouring through the
field, there's an unbilical cord that stretches from
t he tank and punps directly into the application
machi ne.

The odor control plan continued. The
Par ks Livestock E5 farm has at |east 1,080 acres
| ocally available -- locally per year avail able for
| i vestock nanure applications. Uilizing |ocal
yields conbined with area soil types, it is
anticipated that the farmwould utilize
approxi mately 450 to 500 acres of a corn/corn
rotation.

The farmw Il utilize regul ar nmai nt enance
to mnimze dust originating fromthe facility.
Regul ar nmai ntenance will include routine visual
wal k-t hroughs of the barns to ensure there's no
manur e buil dup above the slatted floor and wal kways,

and the regul ar cleaning of fans to prevent the
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accunul ati on of dust.
The farmw ||l be thoroughly pressure
washed and sanitized between each production cycle.
This will mnimze the anount of odor-causing
particles that are able to | eave the facility
t hrough the ventilation fans. The farmw /|| ensure

that the building' s fans operate efficiently, thus

m ni m zi ng dust buil dup. And regular nmintenance is
know to reduce odor concentrations and odor
intensity.

The farm has incorporated an ani mal di et
formulated to allow the nost efficient utilization
of proteins and nutrients in the feed. This dietary
practice aids in the reduction of overall odors from
t he farm by reduci ng excess nutrients excreted by
t he ani nal s.

The farm conplies with and exceeds
facility setback di stances as established in the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act. The
residential setback is exceeded by 800 feet and the
popul at ed area setback is exceeded by 6,620 feet.

Agai n, just the three phases of the
conpr ehensi ve odor control plan: farmlocation and

mai nt enance, proper nutrition, and injection of the
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manur e.
The farm has diligently planned an overall

odor control strategy by incorporating nunerous odor

control techniques and technol ogies. The farmw ||

al so continue to | ook for and incorporate other

t echnol ogi es as they becone available. This

strategi c plan incorporates reasonabl e and

I nnovative technologies that will allow the facility

to operate with m nimal odor inpact to the

surroundi ng area.

Criteria 7, traffic patterns, whether
traffic patterns mnimze the effect on existing
traffic fl ows.

For the proposed E5 site, the prinmary
transportation route map woul d be | eaving fromthe
farm traveling west on County Road 880 North and
t hen south on 2870 East Road.

On County Road 880 North between the farm
and Stockland there's a weekly average of 1,225
vehicles. On 2870 East Road south of Stockland
there's a weekly average of 1,050 vehicles. The
farmitself will average three total trucks weekly.
This includes feed transportati on and ani na

transportation trucks. Parks Livestock traffic wll
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consist of less than .25 percent of the average
weekly vehicle traffic on County Road 880 North
bet ween the farm and Stockl and and | ess than .29
percent of the average weekly vehicle traffic on
2870 East south of Stockland. And those figures
were obtained fromthe Illinois Departnent of
Transportati on.

Now, it is possible during nonths that
roads coul d be posted that the prinmary route would
not be an option. In that case, we have devel oped a
secondary transportation route. Again, fromthe
farmwe would travel east on County Road 880 North
to U S Hi ghway 41. On County Road 880 North
bet ween the farmand the Indiana state |line there's
a weekly average of 1,225 vehicles. Again, the farm
w || average three total trucks weekly and this
equates to |less than 0.25 percent of the average
weekly traffic on that particul ar road.

Par ks Livestock farmtraffic will conply
wWth the sane seasonal posted road weight Iimts as
all other traffic in the area.

And Criteria 8, whether construction of a
new farmis consistent with existing community

grow h, tourism recreation or econon c devel opnent
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or Wwith specific projects involving conmunity
grow h, tourism recreation or econon c devel opnent
t hat have been identified by governnent action for
devel opnent or operation within one year through
conpliance wth applicabl e zoni ng and set back

requi renents for popul ated areas as established by
t he Livestock Managenent Facilities Act.

The farmis consistent with existing and
pl anned community devel opnent of this rural
agricultural area by denonstrating conpliance with
zoni ng and setback requirenents. And the farmw ||
neet all requirenents of the Livestock Managenent
Facilities Act.

Wth that, | appreciate the opportunity,
and we | ook forward to your questi ons.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Did you have
addi ti onal testinony? Thank you very nuch for those
remarks. At this tinme, we wll enter into the
record Exhibit No. 3 which is the presentation from
the facility.

W will now open the neeting for any
questions that you nmay have of the facility or of
t he departnent. |If you have a question you would

li ke to ask, please raise your hand, and when call ed
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upon, please state your nane and spell your | ast
name. Pl ease indicate to whom you are directing
your question. | wll remnd you that this portion

of the neeting will be limted to questions only.
After this question and answer session, there wll
be anot her session dedicated to public testinony
where you can provide your oral coments. So pl ease
limt this session to questions only. Also, please
keep in mnd that questions need to pertain to this
particular facility.

At this tinme, are there any questions?
Yes, sir.

MR, STICHNOTH:  Marvin Stichnot h,
S-T-I-GCHNOT-H | have a few questions. M.
Goet sch, first off, out of curiosity, how many of
t hese types of hog operation permts are denied in
t he state?

MR, GOETSCH: | guess | would answer that
question a little differently than you asked it, and
t he reason being, the departnent really doesn't
directly deny an application, we just don't approve
an application, that then the applicant, then, has
t he opportunity to respond with whatever they need

to respond to possibly conme into conpliance.
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So the way | would answer that, this would
have been as of July of this year. Since the
begi nning of the project or the beginning of the
act, we've received approximately -- well, 2,432
projects and we have ultinmately approved 79.4
percent of those, so just a tad over 20 percent were
never approved. That, | think, naybe fits your
definition of denial

MR, STICHNOTH: Ckay, thank you. M.
Ni ms, maybe you can answer this. Wat happens if a
wel | goes dry after never having done so in decades?
What are the repercussions? Wo's responsi bl e?

MR NIMs: Wll, froma |egal standpoint,
| guess | wouldn't know who woul d be responsi bl e.
What | will say is |I've yet to see that happen in 17

years of permtting |livestock buildi ngs throughout

the state. W've yet -- |1've not seen a well go
dry. Actually you -- we actually have a statenent
fromthe driller that maybe wll help alleviate sone

concerns with that as well.

MR, JANES: David Janes, J-A-M E-S. We

contacted -- because fromthe |l ast public hearing
there was a | ot of questions about the well, so |
contacted Findlay Drilling who dug our wells for us
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and they sent ne this email. |If it's all right,
"Il just read it to you. |It's not very | ong.

MR, STI CHNOTH:  Sure.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: That's fi ne.

MR JAMES: Then I'll submt it. The
wells drilled for the future hog facility has been
brought up for a concern that the water table my
drop for close neighbors. The wells were devel oped
for one and a half hours each to ensure they wll
mai ntain water flow Each well produced 50 percent
nore than the punps that will be installed at the
facility. The vein of water we hit is a solid vein.
It was chosen by a geol ogi cal conpany that studies
water flow across m dwestern states. W see no
reason for the amount of water used in this facility
to draw down the water table in the area.

The systemwi Il only pull fromone well at
atin. W have two wells per each site, so it wll
only pull fromone of those wells. It wll
alternate between the two wells. The systemw |
only pull fromone well at a tinme sw tching back and
forth to ensure the | east amount of pressure on each
well, thus helping save the life of the punps. The

systemw || pull 30 gallons per mnute at the
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maxi mum which will fulfill the demand for the
facility.

My investigation of other water usage in
t he area woul d suggest that these farns shoul d not
have any inpact on total water use in the
surroundi ng areas. W do not believe these wells
used as prescribed will draw down the water table.
Jeff Martin, Findlay Drilling.

MR STI CHNOTH: M. N --

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Real briefly, |1
would like to just enter this email fromJeff Martin
fromFindlay Drilling as Exhibit No. 4. Thank you.

MR, STICHNOTH: M. N nms, are you aware
that approximately ten years ago during a very dry
spell, I think I was chief of the fire departnent in
Stockland at that tine, that our well stopped
punpi ng and we had to deepen it, so |l think it's
possible, so | don't knowif you were aware of that.

MR NMs: | was not.

MR STICHNOTH It was |ike a 400 foot
well. GCkay. M. Janes, | suppose this is an
opi ni on, but how nuch snell wll the surroundi ng
resi dents detect?

MR JAMES: The anpunt of odor shoul d be
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m ni mal because of our setbacks fromthe distances
we are fromthe -- fromthe neighbors, fromthe
houses. There are tines when there can be odor, but
it's not very often. | believe you visited with a
nei ghbor from one of our facilities that -- and I
t hi nk what you said is he said there are tines he
can snell our facility but it isn't a problem

MR. STI CHNOTH. Ckay, how do you -- how do
you control the odor?

MR JAMES: Well, we control the odor like
Jake covered in his presentation. W have exhaust
fans for the pits that di scharge on the ground.
Keepi ng the fans cl ean, keeping the dust down, and
the cleaning of the facility between groups of pigs
coming in. And then with the application of using
I njection systens where we inject the manure 5 to 8
i nches under the ground so we don't get a | ot of
odor fromthat.

MR, STICHNOTH. WII| you be using the
el ectrostatic fences?

MR JAMES:. W are trying the
electrostatic fence. You nmay have saw that at our
Parks finishing E3 facility. W are | ooking at

that. W haven't cone to a determ nation yet. W
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haven't had it up for a year. It is an
electrostatic fence which attracts dust particles.
And so we're still going -- in the looking at it,
but it's sonething that we would definitely

consi der.

MR. STICHNOTH: There is a chem cal that
you can apply in the pit that woul d hel p suppress.

MR. JAMES: Most of the chem cals that you
can apply in the pit, there's only anecdot al
information that they work or they don't work. W
can't -- we haven't cone across one yet that has a
uni versity back that using this pit additive had a
decrease in the odors, so there's not one that we're
currently thinking of applying.

MR, STICHNOTH  Ckay. M. Harrison, you
are Effi ngham Equity?

MR. HARRI SON: That's correct.

MR. STI CHNOTH. Ckay, thank you. How nuch
do you think the surrounding honmes w || deval ue
after the operation?

MR. HARRI SON: That's a good questi on.

' mnot an expert in real estate appraisal. Really
honestly, | couldn't begin to tell you with any kind

of science or certainty that there woul d be any
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I mpact to the houses' value in the surroundi ng area.
| don't even have an opi nion.

MR, STICHNOTH: Ckay, so you think there's
no study been done for that even though --

MR HARRISON: |'mnot an expert in real
estate apprai sal .

MR, STICHNOTH. It's pretty obvious.

Ckay. | guess one thing that's up in the air, what
is the plan for upgradi ng any roads that need to be
upgraded, M. Janmes?

MR JAMES:. W're only tal king about E5
NOW.

MR. STICHNOTH. E5, okay, let's skip that
one then.

MR JAMES: kay.

MR, STICHNOTH. |I'm wondering, is the Eb5
facility too close to the house that's four-tenths
of a mle away, even though a quarter mle is the
reconmmended or the statute? Do you have any -- any
facilities that have hones that close to thenf

MR JAMES: |Is that for ne?

MR STI CHNOTH:  Yes.

MR. JAMES: Yes, we have facilities that

have hones cl oser than that.
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MR. STI CHNOTH. Ckay. Another thing, M.
Janmes, howis the runoff fromthe three acre site
controlled to prevent erosion to the surroundi ng
farm and?

MR. JAMES: As you saw when you saw the
E3, we sow grass. Part of our, you know, part of
our responsibilities are to sow the grass. And we
-- if we need to, | have sone facilities in |owa
where we do retention ponds. W haven't had to do
that on our facilities here, the rainfall hasn't
been such that we would control it, but we control
t he erosion.

MR. STI CHNOTH. So what happens, then, if
we get like a 3 or 4 inch rain, which is not
conpletely unconmon in this area, and it does wash
into the field and erode? 1s there any pl an?

MR. JAMES: Yeah, if we're getting
erosion, we would take care of that.

MR. STI CHNOTH. Ckay. Also, M. Janes, |
t hi nk Parks owns the facility?

MR JAMES: Yes.

MR STICHNOTH: What's the life of this
facility?

MR. JAMES. You know, we expect the life
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of the facility to be 30 years or nore. There's
25-year-old facilities right now that are stil
bei ng used. Wth the construction naterials that
we're using, it gives along life. 25, 30 years,
you' re probably going to have to do sone ceiling
repair, maybe sone roof repair, maybe sone of the
gating, but the concrete structure itself should be
just fine.

MR, STICHNOTH  When it does reach the end
of its life, howw !l it be -- tw parts, how w ||
It be decomm ssioned and is Parks an LLC that wll
decl are bankruptcy and wal k away fromthe facility
W t hout deconm ssi oni ng?

MR. JAMES: Co ahead.

MR, NIMS: You answer the second part and
I'll answer the first. There is a procedure through
t he Livestock Managenent Facilities Act for closing
down a nanure hol ding structure.

MR. STICHNOTH. Is there any financi al
guarantees in place? The wind farns in the county
have some financial guarantees. Anything for the
hog farnms?

MR JAMES: Not that |I'm aware of.

MR. STI CHNOTH.  Ckay.
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HEARI NG OFFI CE TEEFEY: At this tine we're
going to ask -- we'll cone back to you, but | just
want to make sure that everyone has an opportunity
t o speak.

MR, STICHNOTH. | only have two nore
questi ons.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Go ahead. Two
nmore and then we'll be done and nove on.

MR. STl CHNOTH: Who owns the three acres

of land?
MR JAMES: Parks will own that ground.
MR, STICHNOTH  And how nuch -- and this
Is public record, but how nuch was paid -- will be

paid for the | and?

MR JAMES: Well, the way this is, that we
have done the Parks farns here, basically we're
getting the ground so the farner gets the manure.

MR. STI CHNOTH. Ckay, okay, so it's sort
of a trade-off naybe.

MR. JAMES: R ght.

MR, STICHNOTH. |I'msorry, just one nore.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: All right, one
nore and then we need to nove on, so |ast one,

t hanks.
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MR. STICHNOTH. | was wondering, M. Nins,
the environmental report you had lists that there
woul d be -- there are no abandoned wells within a
t housand feet or tile within a hundred feet.

MR N Ms: Sure.

MR, STICHNOTH: And | know for sure that
there are sonme old wells that have been abandoned.
Wiy do you put that on the report when obviously you
don't know?

MR NMs: Well, to the best of our
know edge, we don't know.

MR. STI CHNOTH.  Ckay.

MR NMs: | nean there are websites that
you can go to that list registered wells in the
state. There's obviously nothing listed. When I
did the site investigation, | drive around and check
out every honestead nearby, even what appeared to be
an old honestead. | know exactly what area you're
probably tal king about. Short of trespassing, you
know, | can't go around -- can | see a well fromthe
road? No. |Is there any well database that shows a
well there? No. D d anybody involved with this
proj ect know of any specific wells that were there?

No, we did not.
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MR NIMS: So to the best of our ability,
t here wasn't.

MR STICHNOTH  As far as you know.

MR NMs: Correct, correct.

MR. STI CHNOTH. Ckay, |'mfinished.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ckay, thank you.
Any ot her questions?

MR. ANDERSON: N ¢ Anderson,
A-ND-E-RS-ON David Janes, on the well drilling,
you filled out a county application for that permt.
Does that permt fromthe county site investigate
other wells of -- do you know what they do on the
county permt?

MR JAMES: | don't know what they do, but
| know that we've got permts for all the wells.

MR. ANDERSON: So you net the county
qual i fi cati ons.

MR JAMES:. Yes.

MR. ANDERSON: Thanks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: O her questions
for the facility or the department? Yes, sir.

MR. BARD: Yes, Roger Bard. | don't know

whi ch of you would answer this, but what is the
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gross weight of the trucks that is hauling the feed
fromEffi nghamup to the farns?

MR. HARRI SON: Good question, Roger. |
can't quote you the nunber, okay? W have spoken to
your county road comm ssioner, county engi neer
that's in charge of the roads, and we've
communi cated with himon the weights of the feed,
and he has -- he has designed this route in and out
of the site for us for the primary route eight
nmont hs of the year as well as the secondary route
for the additional four nonths out of the year. |
nean we as a -- as a cooperative, all right, we' ve
got trucks running all over the state transporting
feed, fertilizer, chem cal

l"'msorry | can't quote you the exact
nunber, but | would tell you that we're in
conpliance across 22 different facilities around the
state on everything we do. W' re obviously abiding
by the rules that are in place wwthin the State of
Illinois for transporting different goods around the
state. So | want to give you sone confidence that
as of our hundred years in business, that we're not
out, you know, willy-nilly running around, you know,

exceeding the laws that are in place when we're
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haul i ng products around.

MR. BARD: Right, because the 700 road has
a 20 ton posted weight |limt on a bridge there.

MR HARRI SON: Ri ght.

MR. BARD: And then it's posted in the
springtine so that you wouldn't even be able to use
it.

MR. HARRI SON: Yeah. Again, your county
engi neer has designed the route for us to be | egal
year-round. So when those roads are posted, that
back -- that backup or the secondary route that Jake
put up on the slide is how we're going to | eave the
area and stay | egal when the roads get posted.

We're not going to be on that road that you
ment i oned.

MR. BARD: And how much do those tankers
or whatever you call them wei gh when they are | oaded
Wth nanure to go out to the fields?

MR JAMES: | can't -- it's going to
depend on the tanker. W're planning on using drag
|l ines for these barns, so there nay not be tankers
dependi ng on what's avail abl e, but they won't be
getting on the road. They'll just be on -- if

they're running on the roads, they' re going to be
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| egal, but they're primarily just going to be
running in the fields.

MR. BARD: kay, what is the nortality
rate of these hogs in the barn?

MR JAMES: Usually -- you know, the
nunmber varies, but usually it's 2 and a half to 3
per cent .

MR. BARD: And are those taken care of
I medi ately as far as with that nmany, and is the
facility wal ked two or three tines a day to make
sure that nothing is dead and | aying around in
t here?

MR. JAMES: Yeah, the facilities are seen
to at |l east once a day if not twce. The dead
animal s are put into containers and then we have a
rendering service that will pick up those dead and
they' Il cone once to twi ce a week.

MR. BARD: Gkay, and you said you drilled
wells, so obviously you are going to be building on
t hese sites.

MR, JAMES:. That is our plan.

MR. BARD: Ckay, that's your plan then.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Any ot her
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questions? Yes, sir.

MR. TWEEDY: Mark Tweedy, | live at --

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Coul d you spell
your | ast nane?

MR TWEEDY: T-WE-E-D-Y. M. N ns, Jake,
ri ght?

MR NI M5: Yeah.

MR, TWEEDY: |'m concerned about the water
usage total on this aquifer, that we're not on the
Mahonet aquifer, we're on the one that goes up
t hrough I ndi ana and northwestern Indiana. Locally
there's at | east nine center pivots. One is a half
mle center pivot 3 mles fromny house and naybe 4
from-- 3 and a half fromthese facilities, and then
there's at |east a 6500 cow dairy farm mlKking
farm there right now | don't know how rmuch m |k
cows use daily of water and obviously it's a | ot
nore than a pig, but on average.

And t hen these 13,500 hogs with
approximately 7 mllion gallons annually of water
usage, sonebody is going to have to explain to ne
how -- there's got to be alimt to this, sonehow
sone way, and the residents of Stockland and the

nei ghbors are concerned about the cunul ative water
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usage of that. Wen -- you know, when's enough
enough.

And sonebody's going to have to explain to
me why, with that anmount of water usage in a
drought, if there was a drought |ike we had this
year, sonebody has got to explain to ne why that
won't dry nme up because 90 percent of us out there

have wells | ess than 30 feet, 20, 18 feet in the

St ockl and area, and that's just -- that's the norm
And so | need a -- | need an answer to that
questi on.

MR NMs: Sure. One, I'"'mnot a
hydrol ogist, so I'll give you ny best expl anati on,
nostly going off of deferring to the drill, the well
driller's recommendati on. Cbviously we need water
for the pigs or they won't build the barns. That's
why they did -- they drilled the two test wells at
each site, just to see if there was adequate water
avai | abl e.

According to the driller, there's nore
t han enough water available for the anount that this
building -- if you want to say the three buil dings,
what ever, you know, that it won't inpact the current

water situation. | wll say in general what these
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finishing barns use for water conpared to a typica
center pivot is fractions of that, so --

MR HARRISON:. And | --

MR N Ms: Having themin the area, | just
don't think that this is going to add a significant
tax on the water supply like you think it mght.

MR. HARRI SON: Yeah, Mark, | would just
add that, you know, based upon the --

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: State your nane.

MR, HARRI SON: Sorry, Wade Harri son. I
woul d just add that the wells that were drilled on
the site produce in excess of 12 tines the expected
daily consunption of water. So those wells were
very strategically sought out and drilled in
| ocations to nake sure that we had this wi ndfall of
wat er avail abl e, okay?

| don't know about your house, | don't
know about Stockland, | don't know what kind of
met hodol ogy was used to go find water. You know,
maybe it's not as good a water source. And | can
appreci ate why you' re concerned about, you know,
these facilities, but they spared no expense naki ng
sure they had the water avail abl e and excess

availability of what the pigs would consune on a
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daily basis. Again, it's over 12 tines the water
produced for what the expected average consunpti on
Is out of the facility.

MR, TWEEDY: | assune they didn't let that

run for a week, you know, they didn't sit there and
punmp 30 gallons a mnute for a week. They | ooked
for, they | ooked for 30 -- you know, the m ni mum or
maxi mum for their nunbers, they needed that nunber.
And so, yeah, at that tinme they punped 30 gallon a
m nute but for a half-hour or an hour, | don't know
what their guidelines were, but --

So | amaware that a little town,
Tenpl eton, Indiana, that the farner drilled a center
pi vot reasonably close to town and it dried
everybody's -- snmall town but |ike Stockland, it
dried everybody's well up and they had to shut the
well down. And | think Stevens cone in and drilled
everybody a new well, because that was just -- that
was one center pivot, but, you know, that's where
t he cunul ati ve water usage on this aquifer.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: | hate to cut you
off, but do you have a foll ow up question because
there will be opportunity for testinony at the end,

but if you have a foll ow up question --
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MR TWEEDY: No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ckay. Are there
any ot her questions at this tine. Yes, sir.

MR. DUANE STI CHNOTH: Duane Sti chnot h,
S-T-1-GCHNOT-H You tell us that the average
consunption is so nmuch. Wll, I'd |like to know what
the consunption is when they're 180 to 250 pounds.
That's going to be a | ot nore than aver age.

MR. HARRI SON: Yeah, so just what we
figure, an average wei ght pig, sonewhere around 150
pounds, will consume a gallon and a half a day. The
nost |'ve seen water consunption for a three to four
week period of tinme, it nmaxes out about 3 gall ons
per pig a day, so essentially double the
consunption. But again, we're still close to ten
tines the anpbunt of water produced and avail able for
the pigs relative to what's consuned.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Any ot her
questions?

MR STICHNOTH: If there are none, | have
a foll ow up.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ckay.

MR, STICHNOTH: Marvin Stichnoth. You

have it. So, M. Harrison, M. Janes, you're really
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saying there's really no chance of the surroundi ng
wells going dry; is that correct? Wat you assune,
there's no risk?

MR JAMES: Wiat our well -- Jack Martin
wth Findlay Drilling, what he said was that ny
I nvestigation of other water usage in the area woul d
suggest that these farns should not have an i npact
on total water use in the surroundi ng area.

MR, STICHNOTH. Ckay. So would you be
wlling to guarantee that the wells, financially
guarantee that if anyone's well goes dry that you
would repair it because there is no risk?

MR JAMES: No, we wouldn't.

MR. STI CHNOTH. Ckay, thank you.

MR SM TH. Yeah, Ben Smth, S-MI-T-H.
You know, we're snmall town fol ks and we gat her at
the |l ocal restaurant, we all tal k amongst oursel ves,
that's just the way it is. The local well drillers
are Reiners, Becks. M. Beck, |I've known him
forever. Findlay, | didn't even stop and talk to
them But M. Reiner said that they weren't asked
to dig test wells because they're famliar with the
area and there's just not that kind of water in our

ar ea. That's well driller nunber one.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: | hate to cut you
off, but is there -- do you have a question for --

MR SMTH. No, this is just a statenent.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ckay, there w ||
be an opportunity at the end for statenents.

MR SMTH Okay, | didn't --

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: This is just for
questi ons now.

MR SMTH | just -- okay, sorry | didn't
go t hrough the proper procedure.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: No probl em but
there's an opportunity to present that ora
testinony after the question phase of this neeting.
Are there any other questions for the facility or
the departnent at this time?

MR. BARD: Yes, Roger Bard. And you have
it, thank you, ma'am You inject this manure. |Is
it liquified, do you nmake it into a slurry, or how
does it cone out of the pit?

MR, JAMES. It cones out as a slurry,
liquid slurry.

MR. BARD: kay, and it is injected how
deep?

MR JAMES: About 5 to 8 i nches
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under gr ound.

MR BARD: And it wll be injected over
t he sanme anount of |and year after year?

MR JAMES: Well, it's going to depend
on -- he's got enough | and avail able that we'l|l
probably rotate between corn or soybeans. |If we go
With just corn on corn, it would be injected in the
sane ground year after year.

MR. BARD: How deep is it injected?

MR JAMES: 5 to 8 inches.

MR. BARD: Ckay. Now, say you get a --
over a three or four day period you get 4 inches of
rain. What is the chance of that slurry, however --
whatever it is that's injected, |leaching into sone
shallow tile and endi ng up contam nating a streanf

MR NIMs: Can | junp in on that a little
bit? So part of the advantage of having a year's
worth of storage is that we're not, we don't -- we
have a ot of tine to find good stretches of weat her
to apply to the fields, so we don't have to worry
about rain that much. Cbviously storns, rains blow
up out of nowhere, but 4 inch storns don't typically
happen out of the blue, so --

MR. BARD. It's been known to happen, sir.
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MR. NIMS: Never say never, but yeah,
okay. So there was another part of that. Part of
t he nutri ent managenent plan, you were talking about
crop fields and stuff, that | nentioned in ny
presentation. So we will take nutrient values of --
take soil sanples to figure out what nutrient
content is already in the soil, then come up with an
application rate, and take sanples of the nanure
itself to cone up with the nutrient value of the
manure, and then | ook at those different fields and
then cone up with a plan and a crop rotation and an
application rate for each one of those fields, and
t hose plans are done five years, planned out five
years i n advance, SO --

MR. BARD:. Then you're saying there's no
problemat all of leaching into the tile.

MR NIMs: Wthin that plan -- that's what
| forgot to nention. Wthin that plan itself, there
are setbacks from waterways, surface waters, tile
risers. There are regul ations that the EPA has that
we have to neet. |If you have a 40 acre field, you
don't necessarily get to apply on 40 acres dependi ng
on what that field is made up of. Like | said,

wat erways, tile lines, field risers, stuff I|ike
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that, there are setbacks to all of those.

MR. BARD: But, in other words, these
fields he's putting the manure in, then, has no tile
or does it -- or it has no tile that will be -- have
a probl em of | eaching?

MR N Ms: | don't know about fields, |
don't know individual fields, but it's applied at a
rate that we're not allowed to run off, so --

MR. BARD: | ' mnot tal king runoff, sir.
I'mtal king | eaching down into the tile.

MR NM: Sure. |It's typically not an

I ssue, no.

MR. BARD:. Typically.

MR NI M5 No.

MR BARD: So like being a little bit
pr egnant ?

MR, HARRI SON: Here's the only thing |
would add is, you know, we're trying to use this
manure source as fertilizer for the crops, so it
doesn't nmke any good sense for us to go out and
apply it ahead of a rain where we're going to | ose
all those nutrients, right? | nean we're trying to
put it in the ground where the crops can grab ahold

of it and utilize it. That's part of the val ue
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here, right? That's really the goal.
MR. BARD: Ckay, thank you.
MR HAAG M ke Haag, HA-A-G Jake,
maybe you could explain a little bit. By injecting

the manure into the ground, doesn't that
automatically filter the manure out? The only thing
that can leach is the raw nutrients not the manure,
right? 1Isn't that -- could you explain that
process? By injecting it in the ground, it's
saturated into the ground, it can't go anywhere.

MR NI M5S: You guys want to explain it

better?

MR. HARRI SON: |'m not an agronom st.

MR. JAMES. Yeah, it is placed where it
can remain there for the crop. It's not going to --

you know, you never say never, but it shouldn't
| each fromthere. And as it showed in the -- in the
presentati on, where those grooves are cut, that
ground is covered back up right behind it. It's not
| eaving a ditch that's got, you know, the slurry in
it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: O her questions?

MR TWEEDY: So --

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Could you state

Area Wide Reporting and Video Conferencing
1-800-747-6789




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

60

your nane?

MR. TWEEDY: Mark Tweedy. As that
applicator, if that's what you're using, turns on
the end rows, does it shut off or does it
continually run as it turns the corner and get backs
on the | ong row?

MR JAMES. |It's going to depend. He's
got -- he will have the area that he can spread on.
And so at the end rows, he can't continually punp,
you know, in an end row. He's going to have to
follow the map that shows hi mwhere he'll put the
manur e.

MR. TWEEDY: Yes, but does the applicator
shut off punping as they -- as it lifts up and turns
on the end row?

MR JAMES: Ch, yeah. Oh, yeah.

MR. TWEEDY: That would shut off on the

end rows.

3

JAMES: Ch, yeah.

3

TWEEDY: And it won't deposit on the
sur f ace.

MR JAMES: Yes.

MR TWEEDY: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Yes.
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MR. ANDERSON: N c¢ Anderson. Just a
little clarification. So if we were using a tanker
on application, that they pulled up at the end and
turned around and stuff was on top of the surface,
what's the practice, best managenent practice to
address nanure that's not i ncorporated?

MR. HARRI SON: They would disc it in,

ri ght.

MR. ANDERSON: |Is that a practice you wll
fol | ow?

MR JAMES: Yes.

MR. ANDERSON: Jake, maybe sonme clarity in
under standi ng. The reason -- can you tell nme if

rain falls in a runoff surface area and you're
putting manure 8 inches bel ow, does that cone in
contact with the runoff fromrainfall?

MR NMs: It shouldn't, no.

MR. ANDERSON: Is that why you incorporate

it?
MR NI Ms: Sure.
MR. ANDERSON: Ckay, thanks.
HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Any ot her
questions? Okay, we will now accept witten

testinony. So if you have witten testinony that
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has not been referred to previously or is not going
to be referred to in your oral testinony, | wll
accept it now and enter it into the record. So if
you have witten testinmony that you will be

ref erencing during your oral testinony, it wll be
entered into the record after you present your ora
testinony. So is there any witten testinony to be
offered at this tine?

Ckay, | have in front of ne the sign-up
sheets for oral testinony that were at the entrance
to the roomlisting the people who wi sh to provide
oral testinmony. | will call the nanes of those who
W sh to testify. Wen call ed upon, please cone up
to the m crophone, state your name and spell your
| ast nanme for the court reporter. | will then swear
you in. Please renenber, you will have three
m nutes to speak. | have a tiner up here and you
will hear it beep at the end of that three m nutes.

As | nentioned earlier, if there are
attorneys who are representing clients, you wll
have the opportunity to speak for a total of 15
m nutes on behalf of all those clients -- on behalf
of all those clients. Are there any attorneys here

that are representing clients?
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Ckay. So at this time, | wll just go
down the list of those who signed up for oral
testinony, and | apologize if | botch your | ast
nane, but I will do ny best. First we have Marvin
Stichnoth. And again, as you cone up here, please
state your nane, spell your |ast nane for the court
reporter, and then I'lIl ask you to raise your right
hand and I wll swear you in.

MR, STI CHNOTH: Ckay, Marvin Stichnoth,

t he sane as before, S-T-1-CHNOT-H

(M. Marvin Stichnoth was duly sworn.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: You may proceed.

MR STICHNOTH: | visited with Kimand
Darrell Canbron who live nine-tenths of a mle
nort heast of the Rankin hog finishing operation.
They do snell the hogs. Electrostatic fencing
didn't help them The chemical to treat the nmanure
pit was apparently too expensive. They wear nasks
when they have to be outside when the wind is in the
right direction, and that's alnost a mle away. |
have a letter from M. Canbron.

Just to be clear, Kimand I think the
snell fromthe hog place is unacceptable. Wen the

wnd is fromthe southeast, it i s unbearabl e. e
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want to sell our hone of over 25 years and nove away
as soon as possible. The snell is an invasion of
our property rights w thout our consent or
conpensation. Elected officials and the Illinois
Departnent of Pork are no help. 1It's all rigged in
favor of the greedy farner.

Take nmy word for it, you do not want one
of these things within two mles of your hone. No
matter which direction the wind is from soneone is
getting the full effect of the stench. It persists
in the yard for days. The snell lingers in the barn
and ot her outbuildings. As soon as you open the
door, you get blasted by the snell. It gets on your
clothes. Sonmetines when it's bad in the norning, |
get to work and still the snell is on ny clothes.

It gets on the dogs and they bring it into the
house.

First the wind turbines and now t he hog
stench. |In our area the nei ghbors do not care about
each other. They only worship the dollar and what
t hey can get for thensel ves.

| visited with M. Chris Elliott who |ives
nort heast across the section about a mle. He says

the snell isn't too bad. He says it usually occurs
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when they're having a party outside. But if he

| eaves his tractor cab door open and the shed door
open when the wind is right, the snell gets into the
cab and doesn't | eave for sone tine. The hog snell
seens to penetrate and stay, even on one's skin.

M. Elliott's hone is 1.2 mles northeast. The
Canbron hone is nine-tenths of a mle north. There
Is a house for sale six-tenths of a mle south
southeast. [It's been on the market for sone tine
and the real estate agent doesn't have nuch hope for
selling it very soon. The Wlken farmfromE5 is
four-tenths of a mle fromthe E5 facility.

The environmental survey, | think, neans
very little when it says that tile is within a
hundred feet and no abandoned wells were within a
t housand feet of E5. There is an abandoned wel |
| ess than 400 feet from ES5.

My son is a VP of a group of rural banks
in northern Illinois between Rockford and Freeport.
There are a few corporate hog farns in that area.
The nearby honmes are nostly turning into rental
property as the owners nove away. It pretty much
destroys the quality of life in the area.

My constituents pretty nmuch agree with M.
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Canbron that the corporate hog farm and a greedy

| ocal farnmer are destroying the property val ues and
quality of life in the community. Wy do hones in a
small comunity have a half-mle setback but two or
t hree hones only have a quarter mle?

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. Would
you like to enter that witten testinony --

MR, STICHNOTH: | could, | could.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: -- as an exhibit?
| can accept that over here.

MR STI CHNOTH: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: So this witten
exhibit will be entered as Exhibit No. 5 into the
record.

Next on the sign-up sheet for oral
testinony is Randy Poskin. [If you could please
state your nane and spell your |ast name for the
court reporter.

MR. POSKI N: Randy Poskin, P-OS-K-1-N

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Could you raise
your right hand?

(M. Randy Poskin was duly sworn.)

MR. POSKIN.  Good evening. | am Randy

Poski n. I'"'mthe District 6 director for the
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Illinois Farm Bureau. | represent Ford-Iroquois,
Kankakee and Livingston County Farm Bureaus. | am
also a fifth generation grain farnmer and |ivestock
farnmer in the Ashkum area in northwest |roquois
County.

Today's farms have changed over the course
of a few decades just as many of our hones and
busi nesses have evol ved through the years. Although
the size of farns has grown for sone, the val ues we
hol d dear are just as strong today as they were
generations ago. W too want safe food, quality
care of animals, and protection for our environnent.

The Livestock Managenent Facilities Act
governs the siting, construction and certain aspects
of operating livestock farns in our state. It
ensures that livestock farns are sited on scientific
objective criteria, and rules are applied unifornmy
t hr oughout t he state.

Toni ght this neeting provided nei ghbors
and community nenbers an opportunity to ask
questi ons or comment on the proposed construction of
a new barn in this county. The testinony presented
outlined for all of us in attendance the plans for

this proposed barn to neet each set of criteria in
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the LMFA, including environnental protections,
manur e managenent and odor mtigation.

Shoul d the departnent di scover through the
testinony tonight, the information contained wthin
t he application and inspections of the proposed site
that the project has the ability to neet the
standards set forth in the LMFA, then it shoul d be
all owed to proceed through the LMFA process to the
next phase.

Il1linois Farm Bureau supports all aspects
of agriculture, including the devel opnent of
i vestock farns. Animal agriculture plays a vital
role in the economes of Illinois, including
counties such as Iroquois. As an organi zation, our
policy is to encourage the growh and enhancenent of
livestock in Illinois, provided these farns conply
wth statutory and regul atory requirenents.

Bringing nore |ivestock production into
Illinois, and specifically Iroquois County, allows
future generations an opportunity to becone invol ved
in animal agriculture. The prospects available to
newer farmers can be limted, but expanding a farm
to include livestock allows those interested a pl ace

in the agriculture industry.
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On behalf of the Illinois Farm Bureau, |
appreci ate the opportunity to speak to you tonight.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. Next
on the list is, and | mght have this |ast nane
conpl etely wong, but Ron Bork?

MR. BORK: Bork, yes. Ron Bork, B-O R K

(M. Ron Bork was duly sworn.)

MR BORK: As | stated, ny nane is Ron
Bork. M famly and | have been farmng in the
Piper City area for in excess of a hundred years,
and | currently serve as president of Ford-Iroquois
County Farm Bureau whi ch nost of you know is a
general farm organization representing a najority of
the farners in Ford and Iroquois Counti es.

Ford-1roquoi s Farm Bureau supports the
growt h and enhancenent of the livestock industry in
I roquois County. Like many of the speakers tonight,
| live and farmthis area. Although |I don't raise
i vestock currently, the commodities grown on ny
farm can be used by farners who do. W need
livestock in this area not only as a nmarket for our
grain but also as an opportunity to bring or keep

our young people in our rural comunities instead of
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| eaving for the urban areas. Livestock hel ps keep
our honmetowns alive and provi des pernanent
enpl oynent opportunities, construction jobs and
addi ng tax base to our | ocal area.

Qur proximty to large grain supplies,
excell ent transportation infrastructure as well as a
work force in Iroquois County nake ideal raising
| i vestock. Livestock farns in Iroquois County
currently contribute 73.8 mllion to the econony
each year as well as providing around 225 j obs.
This very project with the famly will bring new
opportunities to our area.

Ford-1lroquoi s Farm Bureau supports the
Li vestock Facilities Managenent Act, LMFA, which
provi des statew de standards for siting,
construction and certain operating procedures of
| i vestock farms in the state under the direction of
the Illinois Departnent of Agriculture. This
facility nust denonstrate the ability to neet the
eight siting criteria for the Departnent of
Agriculture. Testinony we heard here tonight wll
hel p to make that decision and allow this farmthe
opportunity to conti nue towards devel opnent and

remai ni ng provi sions of the LM-A
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As farners, we work hard to provide safe,
affordabl e food for our neighbors, our famlies and
our comunities. Farns |ike the one proposed
toni ght i nplement new technol ogi es and desi gns as
well as trainings, |like pork quality assurance, to
ensure protection of the environment and proper
animal care. A properly managed barn will be
beneficial to Iroquois County. Bringing new
| i vestock barns to our area will help our rural
areas survive for future generations.

On behal f of Iroquois County Farm Bureau,
| appreciate the opportunity to present these
comrent s.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: (Good ti m ng.
Thank you. Next is Wade Harri son.

MR HARRISON: |'Il pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Jennifer Tirey.

MS. TIREY: Jennifer Tirey, T-1-RE-Y.

(Ms. Jennifer Tirey was duly sworn.)

MB. TIREY: Good evening. First of all,
I'd like to thank the county board for being here
tonight. | know that several of you have actually
been out to the barn, one of the barns that are

simlar to this proposed barn, and have been out and
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asked questions. | appreciate that. The thing that
we enj oy and appreci ate about these sort of events,

t hese hearings in the counties, is that it allows us
to be transparent and answer your questions.

| represent -- amw th the Illinois Pork
Producers Association, |I'mtheir executive director,
and | represent nearly 1900 pork producing famlies
t hroughout the State of Illinois. This is how we do
our livelihood. W live and work and contribute to
t he communities, just like this one in Iroquois
County, and so we want to be able to answer
questions that you have as county board nenbers and
as nenbers of the comunity.

One of the questions that cane up this
evening directed to property values and the question
of devaluing. | can give you exanpl es across our
state where we have actually had pig farners that
have had their barns, and after their barns were
already in place and had been up and running for
years, we've had full-fl edged subdi vi si ons cone up
near those farns. And so that is a situation where
every preference is different, but however, we do
actual |y have those situati ons where these

mul ti-generation farns have been in operation before
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peopl e nove into those areas.

Once again, | want to thank you for the
opportunity to be here toni ght and we appreciate the
opportunity to answer any of your questions and
concerns. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. Mar k
Tweedy.

MR TWEEDY: Mark Tweedy, T-WE-E-D-Y.

(M. Mark Tweedy was duly sworn.)

MR, TWEEDY: One barn m ght not be so bad,
but you've got three barns and 13,500 pigs. That
can be a problem | think it's going to be a
problem How many people live -- want to |live next
to a 13,500 pig facility? And there's nothing,
not hi ng we can do about it. You know, you can't say
no. They went through their guidelines, and thank
God you got guidelines, or otherwi se they'd be right
on your doorstep but -- and they've dotted the I's
and crossed the T's, but if you live on an 80, 000
pound road, you're subject to themin Iroquois
County, so get ready. Wat's the next phase? |
don't know. So you got to think | ong and hard about
this, and that's all | got to say.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. M ke
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Haag.

MR HAAG M ke Haag, H A-A-G

(M. Mke Haag was duly sworn.)

MR HAAG Hello, everyone, ny nane is
M ke Haag. |'m from Livingston County about 50
mles away fromhere. |'ma fourth generation
farmer, | think. There's a little question back

that far. Third livestock | know of. M/ children
wll be the fifth generation on this farm

| think there's been sone great questions
brought up, and | do -- | do think that it's great
to hear the questions. | think there should be
questi ons about property val ue and water and | and
values, | think those are all very good questi ons,
but I think it's exciting tines to see sone
li vestock growh in this area.

And | get very disappointed as throughout
the state -- and |I've been on livestock farns ny
whole life, and | get very di sappoi nted when | hear
farmers that conplain about their comodity prices,

but yet want to di scourage nei ghbors fromraising

livestock. | find that very di sappoi nti ng.
My daughter -- we tal ked about the nanure
thing. | just did a two-day video shoot with ny
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daughter | ast week. She is an Anerican Star
Finalist in agri-science. That's a big deal if you
know anyt hi ng, but she's one of the top four in the
country in that area. They cane and did a video
shoot. Her project design is on nutrient managenent
and then how nitrates nove through the soil and go
down to the Gulf of Mexico and howit's a problem

But one part of her project is the manure
managenent. She's got video footage. They hung a
drone out in front of her as we were applying nmanure
| ast week drag lining through the field. It's
really cool. | think it's an anazing conpari son to
how | did it when | was a kid when we used to have
to blowit out the back. W're actually
i ncorporating this in the ground. W didn't know
any better back then. W' ve |learned. W do so nuch
better for our soil nowadays. W're able to put it
in the ground conpletely utilizing this process.

| have three children and | understand
your concerns about snell. M kids were able to go
to school every day and | don't think they got nade
fun of too much. A hundred feet fromthe barn we
had 1200 sows ny whole life. |Is there snell a few

days a year? Yes, but | didn't see it contam nating
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ny clothes. | had to shower when | cone in, |like
nmost of us do when we cone hone fromwork, but it
did not ruin ny life. And | find it hard to believe
when peopl e tal k about that.

W live in ag zoned areas and they're ag
zoned to raise crops and livestock. And | think
it's great that people live in those area, but they
need to realize that they live in ag zoned areas to
rai se food for the popul ati on.

| just -- oh, we tal ked about buildi ng age
and | was going to bring that up real quick. W are
still using sone barns that we raised -- started
about 22 years ago, we put sone new finishing barns
up, still in existence. On the flip side of that,
we did just decomm ssion two | agoons which through
t he Departnent of Agriculture just got approved | ast
week, the final of it. One got turned into a
fishing pond and the other -- and those were 35
years old. W had al so decomm ssi oned t hose
buildings, so | just -- the buildings do |ast a | ong
time. That's all | had.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: All right, thank
you.

MR. HAAG  Thank you very nuch.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ni ¢ Ander son.

MR.  ANDERSON: NI-C, ANDERS-ON

(M. N c Anderson was duly sworn.)

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you for having us
here toni ght and being able to tal k about this farm
and we do realize there's sone enotion attached to
sone of this. Fear of the unknown sonetines can
overwhel mus. | do want to thank board nenbers that
did take the chance to cone out to the farm
Marvi n, Board Menber Crow, Duby, Behrends and
McG nnis. | hope you had a good visit out there. |
think we |learned a lot. There was sone good
communi cati on

We | ooked at the tile drains and the drain
fromthe buildings and how t hat was desi gned.
Actually had Anthony talk to his | andlord about the
I ssues of drainage and tile, and very satisfied that
we can nmanage that. And the site that we went to, |
think in the earlier testinony, the Canbrons and the
Elliotts, those were the two sites that we went to
on our visit, and | know that that day the inpact
wasn't there. W saw a systemthat had an
el ectrostatic screen in it and another systemri ght

down the road that didn't, and that's the whol e
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determ nation Parks is trying to evaluate: are
those able to be used? Those were put in place for
t hat purpose, to see if that could be addressed. So
to denand that that's put in and then condemm it
because it doesn't work really isn't a sol vable
solution. But | do believe the days that | went out
there and the days that others were there that
weren't on the farmtour are typical days on hog
farns.

So | hope you as board nenbers can be
liaisons to the folks that couldn't be here. | sure
w sh ot her board nenbers could be here because
they're going to take a very inportant vote in the
next com ng weeks to support this project, support
agriculture in the county and support ani nal
agriculture, and | hope you can share your
experi ence. Wether good, bad or indifferent or
I mpactful or not, you need to share your experience
wth them so we have a good picture, because they
couldn't be here tonight for whatever reason.

So | hope this neeting has been benefi ci al
for those, and | hope the Department of Agriculture
gai ned enough insight that we can confirmthe LMFA

process and approve these barns to be a big part of
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this community. And | hope sone day down the road
that nore projects like this can cone because we
didn't talk a | ot about the econom c benefits, the
taxes going to the school. Those roads that people
think can be inpacted, agriculture is paying for
those today to get our goods and services, crops and
tractors up and down the road every day as farners.
The inpact froma thousand acre field is no
different than an inpact from any one of these
barns. So they're going to follow the rules and do
what's right.

They wll also have an increased tax rate
to the road district. Wether it's enough or not
for anybody's opinion, that's for the taxing body to
deci de on how they're going to spend the noney and
rei nvest taxes in this comunity. |'mnot for nore
taxes, but they are paying their fair share Ilike
everybody is and we expect themto. Thank you very
much.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. Chuck
Gocken.

MR GOCKEN: Gocken, G O C K-E-N.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: | apol ogi ze for

that. Wuld you raise your right hand.
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(M. Chuck Gocken was duly sworn.)

MR GOCKEN: | would |ike to speak tonight
as the Ford-lroquois Pork Producer president and
soneone who has nmany years of training and
experience in the pork industry. |'m speaking
toni ght on behalf of raising swne in Iroquois
County.

From what | understand, all the criteria
have been net by this barn. The Lucht famly wants
to make a long-termcomrmitnent to raising pork for a
growing world with a need for safe, healthy protein.
This famly has been show ng pigs for quite a few
years and has devel oped a passion for caring and --
caring and growng pigs to their best ability.
Hai |l ey, their ol dest daughter, has also won a Farm
Bur eau schol arship for her coll ege education. She
is a young lady that sees a future in agriculture.
She plans to make herself a useful part of Iroquois
County agriculture.

It is good to see a young famly that has
a passion for agriculture and the willingness to
I nvest tinme, noney -- tinme and noney to nake this
dream happen. W need nore famlies to do this as

well. W have -- we have too many people that drive
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to other counties for their jobs, nyself included.
Jobs that are created by these buildings will help
us keep these people in our communities paying taxes
and contributing to our |ocal communities.

This barn will also help by using corn and
soybeans that we grow in abundance in Illinois. The
manure fromthis barn will help nmake this farm nore
self-sufficient. It wll do this by using nitrogen,
phosphorus and cal ciumthat woul dn't be purchased
commercially. This kind of fertilizer is also
better for the soil and nakes it nore productive.

In conclusion, I amin favor of this
famly and their partners building this barn. |
feel in the future that this famly and others |i ke
t hem deserve a chance to invest thensel ves and the
future -- into the future of agriculture.

That's it for ny statenment, but | also
have a statenent fromthe Lucht famly if | could
read that because they weren't avail able to be here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Sure.

MR, GOCKEN:. Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: But this does
still fall under your current testinony tinme just so

you know.
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MR, GOCKEN: So do I need to --

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: You have one
m nut e.

MR GOCKEN. | would like to start by
sayi ng thank you for attending tonight and I
apol ogi ze for not being able to make it due to
previ ous established pl ans.

Myself and ny wife Danielle were born and
raised in Iroquois County by farm ng and |ivestock
famlies. | do not tell you this because | fee
that we are entitled to anything, but to let you
know our conmmtnment to our comunity, famly and
| i vestock industry.

Today's production agriculture is rapidly
changi ng. New equi prent and technol ogi es have
allowed farners to increase production and work nore
efficiently, therefore extends a farner's career
well past traditional retirenent of farm ng
operations. This new era has limted entry into
farm ng operations and days of crop sharing becane
nmore of a thing in the past.

I n our area, cash rents and record | and
val ues have nmade it inpossible to -- for a young

farmer to get started or to expand their existing
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operation. These chall enges have led us to explore
ot her ways of growi ng our farm

The opportunity we have with Parks and
Equity is a viable solution for young producers |ike
us to grow equity, generate cash flow, establish
busi ness assets while producing a product that wll
reduce our inputs in our grain operation. Qur
proposed livestock facility is designed to utilize
sone of the newest technol ogi es and sci ences t hat
hel p becone nore efficient, safer to the aninal,
wor ker, and becone nore responsive to the needs of
the environment than |ivestock operations in the
past, all while producing a top quality product that
Is nmade in the USA and feeding the world -- grow ng
wor | d popul ati on.

During the planning process we sel ected
sites that we felt best mnimzes odors and all ows
environnental stewardship. W wll follow all the
rules and requirenents of the Illinois -- the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act which governs
the siting of livestock farns and reduces inpacts on
t he surroundi ng area.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: | apol ogi ze, but

I'"'mgoing to have to cut you off. | can enter that
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into -- as part of the witten testinony. | wll
I nclude that as Exhibit No. 5 in the record.

MR. GOCKEN:. That one.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: So this is -- |
wll actually enter this as Exhibit No. 6 which is
witten testinony fromthe Lucht famly. L-1-ST?

MR, GOCKEN: No, L-U-CGHT.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: L-UCHT. So
that will be entered as Exhi bit No. 6.

MR. GOCKEN: And this one.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Also entered into
the record is Exhibit No. 7 which is witten
testinony from Chuck Gocken. Thank you.

Is there anyone el se who would like to
provide oral testinony at this tine? D d you want
to provide or --

VO CE: No, sir. Thank you for the
opportunity though.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: No probl em
Entered into the record as Exhibit No. 8 is the
sign-up sheet for oral testinony. And this now
concludes the oral testinony portion of the neeting.

Entered into the record as Exhibit No. 9

Is the attendance sign-in sheet.
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At this time, does the facility have any
cl osing remarks?

MR JAMES: No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: The facility has
i ndicated that it does not have any cl osing renarks.
Are there any closing remarks fromthe departnent?

MR GOETSCH: | would just |ike to say
that on behalf of the departnent, | would like to
t hank you for your participation in this public
i nformati onal nmeeting tonight. Let ne assure you
t hat the departnent appreciates the tine and effort
that you' ve put forward to give us your conments.
|'"'msure that the Iroquois County Board w ||
consi der them as they develop their recomendati on
to the departnment, and | can assure you that the
departnent will consider themthen as we conpl ete
our eval uation process in the future. Thank you
again and have a safe trip hone this evening.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. As |
mentioned earlier, a copy of the transcript from
tonight's neeting will be provided to the Iroquois
County Board. For others desiring a copy, the
transcript will be avail able by contacting the court

reporter.
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Thank you again for your attendance
tonight. This public infornmational neeting is
her eby cl osed.

(Adj ourned at 7:19 p.m)
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STATE OF ILLINO'S )
) SS
COUNTY OF FORD )

I, June Haene, a Notary Public in and for
t he County of Ford, State of Illinois, do hereby
certify that the Public Informational Meeting was
taken at the Iroquois County Adm nistrative Center,
1001 East Gant Street, Watseka, Illinois, on
Sept enber 5, 20109.

That the said Public Informational Meeting
was taken down in stenograph notes and afterwards
reduced to typewiting under ny instruction and that
the transcript is a true record of the Public
I nf ormati onal Meeti ng.

| do further certify that | am a
di sinterested person in this cause of action; that |
amnot a relative, or otherwise interested in the
event of this action, and amnot in the enploy of
the attorneys for either party.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affixed ny notarial seal this 12th day of
Sept enber, 20109.

JUNE HAEME, CSR
NOTARY PUBLI C

"OFFI Cl AL SEAL"

June Haene

Notary Public, State of Illinois
My Conm ssion Expires:

Sept ember 28, 2020
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