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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

(Commencing at 8:00 p.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ckay, we wll go
ahead and get started on the Parks E6 |ivestock
facility eight o' clock neeting. Before we start, |
woul d ask that everyone please turn your cell phones
to silent.

On behal f of John Sullivan, Director of
the Illinois Departnent of Agriculture, we thank you
for the invitation to cone to Iroquois County today.
My nane is John Teefey. | amwth the Illinois
Departnent of Agriculture and | will be serving as
the hearing officer for this public informational
neeting. Wth me on behalf of the departnent are
Warren Goetsch, Deputy Director of the Illinois
Depart nent of Agriculture; Doug Onens, Chief of the
Departnment's Bureau of Environnental Programs; and
Rosari o Johnst one, Manager of the Bureau's Techni cal
Servi ces and Pesticide Laboratory section.

This nmeeting i s being conducted pursuant
to Section 12 of the Livestock Managenment Facilities
Act. The informational neeting is being held at the
request of the Iroquois County Board and is to
afford nenbers of the public the opportunity to ask

questions and present oral and witten testinony
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

regardi ng the proposed construction of a new 1, 800
animal unit swine facility by Parks Livestock.

My task this evening is to ensure that
this nmeeting is conducted in an orderly fashion and
to ensure that all coments and testinony received
are entered into the record. Tonight's neeting is
bei ng transcri bed. The transcript of the neeting
will be sent to the Iroquois County Board as well as
used by the Departnent of Agriculture in nmaking its

determ nati on regardi ng the proposed construction of

this facility. |In order to ensure that we have an
orderly process, | wll quickly explain how this
nmeeting wll proceed.

First, follow ng ny coments, Warren
Goetsch will provide an overview of the provisions
of the Livestock Managenent Facilities Act as it
relates to this particular project. Follow ng M.
Goet sch, representatives for the proposed
construction projects -- project wll be given an
opportunity to describe the project and denonstrate
how t hey believe it neets the siting criteria of the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act.

After the facility's presentation, the

neeting will be opened to questions. Anyone w shing
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to ask questions of the facility representatives or
the departnment will be given an opportunity to do
so. During the question and answer session, | wll
ask that you state your nane and spell your | ast
nane for the court reporter. You then may ask your
question. Dependi ng on the nunber of people who
W sh to testify in the oral testinobny phase of the
nmeeting, which is after the question phase, there
may be a tine limt placed on the questioni ng phase.
Fol | owi ng t he question and answer phase, |
wll ask for witten testinony. |If anyone has

witten testinony that is not part of your oral

testinony, | wll accept it and enter it into the
record for this proceeding. |If you have witten
materials that you will be using as part of your

oral testinmony, it can be entered into the record
foll ow ng your oral testinony.

Followng the witten testinony, | wll
ask for oral testinony fromthe public. Sign-in
sheets are placed outside of the door where you cane
in. There's one sheet for attendance for this
meeting and a second sheet for oral testinony.
Peopl e who wi sh to provide testinony are asked to

pl ease sign the oral testinony sheet. People
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

providing oral comment will be sworn in and each
person will be given three mnutes to provide his or
her comrents. Legal counsel speaking on behal f of
multiple clients will be given a total of 15 m nutes
for all clients and will be asked to state the nanes
of all the persons on whose behalf he or she is
speaking. Deferring tine to other speakers is not
allowed. |If you signed the oral testinony sheet,
you nay either speak or, if you have changed your

m nd, you may pass. The neeting will conclude with
closing comments fromthe facility and the

Depart nent of Agricul ture.

So to summari ze the procedure, first there
will be cooments fromthe departnent, then conments
fromthe facility, questions directed to the
departnent and/or the facility, please renmenber to

state your nane and spell your last name, witten

testinony will then be accepted, and then there wll
be oral testinony fromthe public where you'll be
sworn in. Finally, there will be closing argunments

by the facility and the departnent.
Keep in mnd that we are not here this
evening to discuss or debate the nerits or perceived

I nadequaci es of the existing regulations or | aws.
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We are here tonight to receive information on this
particul ar proposed |ivestock facility to assi st
with determ ning conpliance with the existing
regulations. This is a public informational
neeting, not a court proceeding. The purpose is to
share informati on and provide an opportunity for the
departnent, nmenbers of the county board, and you,
the public, to | earn about the proposed facility.
Agai n, we very nuch appreci ate your
hospitality for inviting us here tonight to consider
t he proposed construction of the Parks E6 sw ne
facility. Please renenber to confine your comments
and questions to that subject matter as we conti nue.
Before we nove to the departnent's
remar ks, we are happy to have nenbers of the
I roquois County Board with us this evening. Do any
menbers of the board, do they have any statenents
that they would like to say on the record before we
begi n?
Thank you. | wll now turn the

proceedi ngs over to Warren CGoetsch for remarks from

the Illinois Departnent of Agriculture.
MR, GOETSCH. Good evening. | currently
serve as the Deputy Director of the Illinois
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Departnent of Agriculture. One of our duties or
responsibilities at the departnent is the

adm ni stration of various provisions of the

Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act. On behalf of
t he departnent, |let ne welcome you to this public
I nformati onal neeting.

Before we hear fromthe proposed
facility's representatives, I'd like to say a few
wor ds regardi ng the applicable provisions of the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act and the current
status of this proposed project.

The Livestock Managenent Facilities Act
was originally passed and becanme | aw on May 21st of
1996. Since that tine, the act has been anended
seven tines, three of which have been substantive.
The act can be generally described as covering five
maj or areas, those being facility design standards,
wast e managenent planning requirenents, facility
operator training and testing, anaerobic |agoon
financial responsibility denponstration, and facility
set back requirenents. Each of these provisions
| mpact various types of facilities in different ways
dependi ng upon their size, expressed in ani mal

units, and whet her the proposed facility is
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considered as a new facility, a nodified facility or
t he expansion of an existing site.

The Livestock Managenent Facilities Act's
provi sions are quite conplicated, and specific
design situations and standards certainly can
differ. However, it is the departnent's intention
to always fairly and equitably apply these
requirenents to the livestock industry in this
state.

Now, regarding the current status of this
project, the departnment received a fornal Notice of
Intent to Construct application for the proposed
construction of a swne facility on June 19 of 2019.
The proposed project is to consist of the
construction of one 108 foot -- excuse nme, 101 feet
8 inch by 341 feet swine finishing building with
concrete slats and an 8 foot deep underbuil di ng
concrete |livestock waste hol ding structure.

The project is proposed to be | ocated
approximately 1.36 m | es sout heast of Stockl and,
Il'linois, in southeastern Iroquois County. The
application was submtted by Frank and West
Engi neers on behal f of Parks Livestock.

The maxi mum desi gn capacity of the
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proposed facility is 1,800 aninal units or 4,500
head of swi ne greater than 55 pounds.

As | nentioned earlier, the departnent
received a Notice of Intent to Construct application
on June 19, and it was reviewed for conpliance with
t he applicable provisions of the act. On July 25th,
t he departnent determ ned that the notice was
conpl ete and forwarded a copy of the conpl eted
application to the Iroquois County Board. Notice of
t hat application was al so published in the
appropri ate newspapers at that tine.

The design capacity of the proposed
facility requires conpliance with a residenti al
set back di stance of not |ess than 1,320 feet and a
popul at ed area setback di stance of not | ess than
2,640 feet.

On August 16th, the departnent received
official notice fromthe Iroquois County Board
requesting that a public informational neeting be
schedul ed regarding the proposal. After further
consultation with the county board, the departnent
schedul ed this neeting and caused notice of the
neeting to be published in the appropriate

newspapers.
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An addi tional requirenent of the Livestock
Managenent Facilities Act deals wth the design and
construction plans of a |livestock waste handling
facility. The departnent has received a fornal
subm ttal of detailed engi neering design plans and
specifications for the proposed project's
underbui l ding |ivestock waste handling structure.
However, a detailed review of the aforenentioned
pl ans has not been conpleted at this tinme. As such,
t he departnent is currently unable to conment as to
t he conpliance of those plans with the statutory
requi renents of the act.

W are here this evening to receive
testinony regardi ng the proposed |ivestock
managenment facility's conpliance with the eight
siting criteria defined in Section 12 Paragraph D of
t he Livestock Managenent Facilities Act. |In general
information -- in general, information regarding the
foll owm ng would be appropriate for this evening's
nmeeting: nanure nanagenent planni ng, potenti al
i npact of the proposed facility on the surroundi ng
area's character, whether the proposed facility is
| ocated within any fl oodplains or other sensitive

areas, odor control plans associated with the
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operation of the facility, possible inpact of the
proposed facility on existing area traffic patterns,
and possi ble inpact of the proposed facility on
community growh, tourismand recreation or econonic
devel opnent of the area.

Copies of the specific criteria were
avai l able on the table with the sign-in sheets.
They cane in two forns: a single sheet and a little
panphlet. |If anyone would |Iike one and did not get
one when you cane in the room if you'd just hold up
your hands, we'll neke sure that you have one.

Finally, the process that wll be foll owed
after this evening's neeting is as follows. The
county board will have up to 30 busi ness days from
today's neeting to submt to the departnent a
nonbi ndi ng recomrendation relative to the proposed
siting of this facility. Thus, a recommendati on
fromthe Iroquois County Board is due at the
departnment on or before Cctober 18 of this year.
After the close of the county's 30 busi ness day
comment period, the departnent will have 15 cal endar
days or until Novenber 2nd to review all the
informati on submtted to date including the Notice

of Intent to Construct, the construction plans and
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specifications, transcripts fromtonight's neeting,
the county board's recommendati on and any ot her
addi ti onal information submtted by the owners at

t he request of the departnent.

Based on that review, the departnent w ||
determ ne whether the eight siting criteria have
been nmet. Once that determ nati on has been made,
the departnment will notify both the county board and
t he applicant of the department's decision.

M. Hearing Oficer, at this tine I'd like
to submt the conpleted Notice of Intent to
Construct application and its associ ated
correspondence file for fornmal entry into the record
as an exhibit. I'd also like to provide a copy of
t he Power Poi nt presentation associated wth ny
comments to also be entered into the record. That
concludes ny formal remarks. Thank you very mnuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you, M.
Goetsch. Entered into the record as Exhibit No. 1
Is the conpleted Notice of Intent to Construct,

I ncl udi ng correspondence between the departnent and
t he applicant, notices of the public informational
meeti ng, and correspondence with the Iroquois County

officials. Al so entered into the record as Exhi bit
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No. 2 is the departnent's Power Poi nt presentation.

At this tinmne, we wll hear comments from
the facility. Before you begin your testinony, for
t hose who will be presenting information, please
state your nane and spell your |ast name for the
reporter, and then I wll swear you all in together.
So if you'd go ahead and --

MR. HARRI SON:  Wade Harri son,
HARRI-SON

MR JAMES: David Janes, J-A-ME-S

MR N Ms: Jake Nins, NI1-MS.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: If you'd al
pl ease rai se your right hand.

(M. Wade Harrison, M. David Janes and
M. Jake Nins were duly sworn.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. You
may now proceed with your testinony.

MR. JAMES: Good evening. M nane is
David Janes and | serve as the finishing
constructi on and production nanager for the Parks
Conpanies. | hold a veterinary degree from Auburn
Uni versity and | al so have a master's degree from
the University of Illinois in business.

For the past 11 years, | have worked for
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t he Parks Conpanies, and prior to this, | worked 13
years wth Prem um Standard Farns, which is now part
of the Smithfield group, and prior to that I was in
private practice.

| would like to share a bit of information
about the Parks Conpanies. The Parks famly has
deep roots in Vermlion County. Law ence, president
of the Parks Conpanies, |earned how to buy and sell
i vestock from his grandfather LlIoyd Parks and
father Gary Parks as a young boy and has been doi ng
so ever since. This inspired himto create his own
sw ne marketing business. Lawence and his wfe
Deanna have five children including Lauren, Hayden,
Hai | ey, Marissa, and MacKenzie. Wth their
i nvol venent in the business, they are the fourth
generation to serve the livestock industry.

Law ence's focus has al ways been on
integrity and doing the right thing to build his
fam | y- owned business. Parks currently works wth
nore than 30 farmfamlies who raise pigs. The
Par ks Conpani es currently offer several services al
related to the swine industry. These services
i ncl ude cull sw ne marketing, butcher hog nmarketing,

roaster pig harvest and processing, transportation,
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trailer wash facilities, early weans and feeder pig
mar keti ng, finishing buildings, consulting, forward
pricing and orderly liquidation. Al of these
services are acconplished with a team of over 150
dedi cat ed enpl oyees.

The pig barn we propose to construct is a
wean-to-finish barn that has the capacity of 4,500
pigs. Waned pigs wll enter the barn at
approxi mately a 12 pound wei ght, and then
approximately six nonths later they'Il go to nmarket
at a wei ght of about 280 to 300 pounds. At the end
when they've all gone to narket, the barn is cl eaned
and sanitized and disinfected and then anot her group
cones in of weaned pigs and the process starts all
over agai n.

Ef fi ngham Equity will own the pigs.

Ant hony Lucht will provide daily pig care and wil |
utilize the manure on the crop ground. The pigs
will be fed a corn/soy ration produced at Effi ngham
Equity's Horace, Illinois, feed mll. The pigs in
the barn will consunme 100,000 to 200, 000 bushel s of
corn and 3,000 to 4,000 bushels of soybean neal
annual ly. The pigs will drink on average one and a

hal f gall ons of water per day.
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Each barn represents a new i nvest nent of
1.2 to 1.4 mllion dollars in Iroquois County and
wi Il provide |Iocal tax revenues potentially of 15 to

$20, 000 per year with over 9 to 10,000 going to the
M1 ford School District.

The pig barn will be 101 feet 8 inches by
341 feet and wll comply with all Illinois
Departnent of Agriculture requirenents as it rel ates
to constructi on and contai nnent according to
engi neered pl ans prepared by Frank and West and
approved by the Illinois Departnment of Agriculture.
The Il1l1inois Departnent of Agriculture nmakes
I nspections during the preconstruction and
constructi on process.

And now I'mgoing to turn it over to Jake
Ni ns, our consulting engi neer.

MR, NIMsS: Good evening. M nane is Jake
Ninms. |I'mwth Frank and West Environnent al
Engi neers in Springfield. Before I start, is
anybody here now that didn't see the first tine
around? Ckay.

" mgoing to give you a brief introduction
of the farm overvi ew and | ayout and the confornmance

with the Livestock Managenent Facilities Act, the
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eight criteria that Warren nentioned in his
presentati on.

This is a Google Earth overvi ew of the
building in relation to Stockland. You can see
St ockl and over here and then the building | ocation
down here to the southeast.

Next drawi ng just shows the dinensions of
the building, 341 feet by 101.8. D fferent than the
E5, this building has an east-west orientation.

Li st of the eight siting criteria. 1"l
go through each one of themindividually. Criteria
1, whether registration and |livestock waste
managenent plan certification requirenents, if
required, are net by the Notice of Intent to
Construct.

Part 1 of this, of the registration
requi rements, the Notice of Intent to Construct was
filed wwth the Departnent of Ag on June 19th and
t hey deened that notice conplete on July 25th. [|I'm
sorry, June 19th, deened conplete on July 25th.

Part 2 of that is the nutrient nanagenent
pl an. According to the Livestock Managenent
Facilities Act, a farm which exceeds 1,000 ani nal

units but has |l ess than 5,000 shall prepare,
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mai ntain and i nplenent a nutrient managenent pl an
within 60 working days after conmenci ng operati on.
The proposed E6 farmw ||l prepare, maintain and

I mpl ement a conprehensi ve nutri ent managenent pl an.

The farmw |l submt to the Departnent of
Ag the nutrient managenent plan certification form
certifying that the nutrient nmanagenent plan has
been prepared. The farmw ||l keep the conprehensive
nutri ent managenent plan as well as records of
| i vestock waste disposal on file at the farm The
CNMP and associ ated records will be available for
Departnent of Ag i nspections.

The goal of the conprehensive nutrient
managenent plan will be to utilize the manure at
approved agrononic | oading rates that neet the
nutrient needs of the locally grown crops in an
envi ronnental sound fashion. This goal will be
acconpl i shed by devel opi ng a plan whi ch includes the
follow ng: total annual manure vol une cal cul ati ons,
hi storically proven yields in application areas,
manure anal ysis to provide the nutrient content of
t he manure, agronom c |loading rates of nmanure, | and
application provisions for setbacks and

I ncor poration standards, and docunentation of all
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phases of the plan.

Moving on to Siting Criteria 2, whether
t he design, |ocation or proposed operation wll
protect the environnent by being consistent with the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act.

Part 1 of this is the design of the
concrete structures thenselves. The concrete pit
w Il be designed according to M dWst Plan Service
concrete manure storage handbook gui dance. The
M dWest Plan Service is a university-based
publ i shing cooperative dedi cated to publishing and
di ssem nati ng research-based and peer-revi ewed
publications. That docunent contains requirenents
for concrete specifications, reinforcement
requi renments, and waterstop requirenments.

Again, the design for this proposed farm
consi sts of one finishing barn. Here's an exanple
of a typical finishing barn |ayout fromthe outside.

There's a picture of the pen | ayout, what
a typical barn would | ook Ii ke on the inside.

And a cross-view of the pit itself show ng
the animals on slatted floors, that the nmanure can
fall through into the 8 foot pit bel ow.

Part 2 of Siting Criteria 2 is the
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| ocation. As discussed earlier, the |location and
set back di stances have been net for both the
occupi ed and popul ated area and deened conpl ete on
July 25th.
Part 3 of Siting Criteria 2 is the
proposed operation. The manager of the farmw || be

a certified livestock manager. This is a program
devel oped by the Departnent of Ag to educate
| i vest ock managers on nanure nanagenent handl i ng and
systens. Managers of farns over 1,000 animal units
are required to attend a training course and pass an
exam The |ivestock waste nmanagenent plan wl|
detail the operation at the farmso that all manure
applications wll be based on site specific data.
Siting Criteria 3, whether the | ocation
m nimzes any inconpatability with the surrounding
area's character by being zoned for agriculture,
where the county has zoning, or where the county is
not zoned, the setback requirenents established by
t he Livestock Managenent Facilities Act are conplied
Wt h.
This is a map showing all the very -- all
the counties in Illinois. The greenish counties are

| abel ed that actually have zoni ng applied or zoning
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adopted, and the red areas or purple areas do not
have zoning. So in this case, the proposed farmis
| ocated in an area that is zoned agricul ture.

Al so part of Siting Criteria 3 are the
set backs. 4,500 animals greater than 55 pounds
equate to 1,800 animal units. This necessitates a
set back area for occupi ed residences of 1,320 feet
or a quarter mle, and a popul ated area set back of
2,640 feet or a half mle. And again, the
Depart nent of Ag deened the setbacks conplete on
July 25th.

Criteria 4, whether the farmis | ocated
within a 100-year fl oodplain or an ot herw se
environnentally sensitive area defined as an area of
karst area or with aquifer material within 5 feet of
t he bottomof the livestock waste handling facility
and whet her construction standards set forth in the
Notice of Intent are consistent wth the goal of
protecting the safety of the area.

This is a map show ng the general area
where the building will be |ocated. There's a | abel
here for Parks Livestock E6. The arrow is pointing
right into this general area. |If there were a

100-year floodplain concern in the area, you' d see a
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bl ue hashed/ hat ched area sonewhere in this map. As
you can see, there is no concern about the 100-year
floodplain in the inmmediate vicinity.

The next part of Siting Criteria 4 is
karst area. This is an area wth a |l and surface
cont ai ni ng si nkhol es, |arge springs, disruptive |and
dr ai nage and under ground systens associated with the
karstified carbonate bedrock, |inestone or dolomte,
and caves or a | and surface w thout these features
but containing a karstified carbonate bedrock unit
generally overlain by |l ess than 60 feet of
unconsol i dated materi al s.

The map on the left shows the State of
Illinois with the karst areas throughout the state
hat ched. As you can see, lroquois County is not
that big of a concern for karst areas. The map on
t he right shows the zoned -- a zooned-in area around
I roquoi s County show ng no karst in the inmmedi ate
vicinity.

The next part of Criteria 4 is aquifer
material. This is sandstone that is 5 feet or nore
in thickness or fractured carbonate that is 10 feet
or nore in thickness, or sand, gravel, or sand and

gravel, such that there is at |least 2 feet or nore
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present within any 5 foot section of a soil boring.
Site investigation and soil boring was
conducted on July 23rd. This drawi ng shows the
ground surface and where -- the current grade if you

were to go out and | ook at the field today. An 8
foot deep pit is typically put 5to 6 feet in the
ground. Assuming 6 foot into the ground and bei ng
required to go 5 foot below that, we did an 11 foot
boring. And no aquifer nmaterial was found within

t hat .

Siting Criteria 5, whether the owner or
operator has submtted plans for operation that
mnimze the |ikelihood of any environnental damage
to the surrounding area fromspills, runoff and
| eaching. First we'll talk about spills.

Thi s barn has proper sizing, has adequate
storage capacity in excess of the required 150 days
in the LMFA. In actuality, you'll have storage
capacity exceeding a year. The barn is also
operated as a cl osed system There's no
uncontrol l ed rel ease of |ivestock manure.

Siting Criteria 5, runoff. A clean water
diversion will be installed that will allow for

rainwater to be directed away fromthe farm \Wat
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this does is it elimnates fresh water being
i ntroduced to the pit and therefore reducing the
st or age days.

Leaching. The farmis designed so as to
prevent a release of |livestock nmanure. This
consists of solid concrete construction reinforced
with grade 60 steel rebar and waterstop placed in
all construction and stoppage joints. Also, al
surfaces in contact with |ivestock manure, in this
case concrete, wll neet the required perneability

st andar ds.

25

Criteria 6, whether odor control plans are

reasonabl e and i ncorporate reasonable or innovative
odor reduction technol ogies given the current state
of such technol ogi es.

The proposed farmw Il inplenent a
conprehensi ve odor control plan that includes
controlled | and application of manure, routine
mai nt enance, feed nanagenent and an adequate
| ocati on.

The controll ed application of nmanure by
injection is based upon nitrogen and phosphorus
| oading from actual on-site data. The E6 farm

intends to utilize injection as the application
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met hod for livestock manure. This mnimzes the
contact with air and is widely considered --
accepted as the best avail able technol ogy for manure
appl i cation.

All livestock manure will be applied by

custom applicator, and the application equi pnent

wll contain the follow ng safety controls.

Equi pnent wll be visually nonitored continuously,
there will be energency shutoffs in the cab of the
application equi pnent, and there will be

conmmuni cati on between personnel avail able at all
tines.

This is an exanple of an injection system
utilizing a manure tanker.

This is a close-up of the back of that
sane thing.

And then this is an exanple of an
I njection systemutilizing a drag line systemwth
an unbilical cord.

The Parks Livestock E6 farm has at | east
1,080 acres locally avail able per year avail able for
| i vestock manure applications. Uilizing | ocal
yiel ds conbined with area soil types, it is

anticipated that the farmwould utilize
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approxi mately 450 to 500 acres of a corn/corn
rotation.

The farmw Il utilize regular maintenance
to mnimze dust originating fromthe facility.
Regul ar nmai ntenance will include routine visual
wal k-t hroughs of the barns to ensure that there is
no nmanure buil dup above the slatted fl oor and
wal kways, and the regular cleaning of fans to
prevent the accunul ati on of dust.

The farmw || be thoroughly pressure
washed and sanitized between each production cycle.
This will mnimze the anmount of odor-causing
particles that are able to | eave the facility
t hrough the ventilation fans. The farmw /|| ensure
that the building' s fans operate efficiently, thus
m ni m zi ng dust buil dup. And regul ar mai ntenance is
known to reduce odor concentrations and odor
I ntensity.

The farm has i ncorporated an ani nmal diet
formulated to allow the nost efficient utilization
of proteins and nutrients in the feed. This dietary
practice aids in the reduction of overall odors from
t he farm by reduci ng excess nutrients excreted by

t he ani mal s.
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The farm conplies wth and exceeds
facility setback di stances as established in the
LMFA. The residential setback is exceeded by 1, 540
feet and the popul ated area setback is exceeded by
4,570 feet.

And just a quick sunmary of the
conpr ehensi ve odor control plan, the farm |l ocati on
and mai nt enance, proper nutrition, and injection of
manure for application.

The farm has diligently planned an overall
odor control strategy by incorporating nunerous odor
control techniques and technol ogies. The farmw |
al so continue to | ook for and i ncorporate other
t echnol ogi es as they becone available. This
strategi c plan incorporates reasonabl e and
I nnovati ve technologies that will allow the facility
to operate with m ninmal odor inpact to the
surroundi ng area.

Siting Criteria 7, whether traffic
patterns mnimze the effect on existing traffic
flows.

Again, we have a prinmary transportation
route which would be starting down here at the farm

Trucks leaving fromthe site will travel north on
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3000 East, then west on County Road 880, and then
south on 2870 East.

According to I DOT, 3000 East Road has no
traffic count avail able. County Road 880 between
the farm and Stockl and has a weekly average of 1,225
vehicles. And 2870 East south of Stockland has a
weekl y average of 1,050 vehicl es.

The farmitself wll average three tota
trucks weekly, including both feed and ani mal
transportation. Parks E6 farmtraffic wll consi st
of less than .025 percent of the average weekly
traffic on County Road 880 North between the farm
and Stockland and | ess than 0.29 percent of the
average weekly vehicle traffic on 2870 East south of
St ockl and.

The secondary transportation route wll
be, with the farm | ocated down here, again they
woul d travel north on 3000 East Road and t hen east
on County Road 880 to U.S. Hi ghway 41 in | ndi ana.

Agai n, the 3000 East Road has no traffic
count data avail able. 880 North between the farm
and I ndiana state |line has a weekly average of 1,225
vehicles. Wth the three average trucks for the

farm that cones out to | ess than 0.25 percent of
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t he average weekly traffic on County Road 880
between the farmand the I ndiana state |line. Parks
Li vestock E6 farmtraffic will conply with the sane
seasonal posted road weight limts as all other
traffic in the area.

Siting Criteria 8, whether construction of
a new farmis consistent with existing comunity
grow h, tourism recreation or econon c devel opnent
or with specific projects involving conmmunity
grow h, tourism recreation or econon c devel opnent
t hat have been identified by governnent action for
devel opnent or operation within one year through
conpliance with applicabl e zoni ng and set back
requi renents for popul ated areas as established by
t he LMFA

The farmis consistent with existing and
pl anned community devel opnent of this rural
agricultural area by denonstrating conpliance with
zoni ng and setback requirenments, and the farmw |
neet all requirenents of the Livestock Managenent
Facilities Act.

Thank you for your tinme and we | ook
forward to your questions.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Can | get a copy
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of the presentati on?

MR N MsS: Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you.
Entered into the record as Exhibit No. 3 is the
presentation fromthe facility representatives.

W will now open up the neeting for any
questions that you may have of the facility or the
departnent. |If you have a question you would Iike
to ask, please raise your hand, and when call ed
upon, please state your nane and spell your | ast
nane. Please indicate to whomyou are directing
your question. | wll remnd you that this portion
of the neeting will be limted to questions only.

After this question and answer sessi on,
there will be anot her session dedicated to public
testi nony where you will have the opportunity to
provi de your oral comments. So please, |limt this
session to questions only. Also, please keep in
m nd that questions need to pertain to this
particular facility.

At this tinme, are there any questions?
Yes.

M5. W LKEN: Sheila W1l ken, WI-L-K-E-N.

It's to Parks. Who do you get to construct the
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building? |Is that |ocal or out of Iroquois County?

MR JAMES. We -- currently I've got the
-- we'll take bids fromdifferent conpanies and it's
usual ly people that are -- their core business is
bui | di ng hog barns, so it won't necessarily be | ocal
peopl e.

M5. WLKEN. So that don't hel p our
econony in our area. How many people will run these
facilities?

MR. JAMES: Between one and two peopl e.

M5. WLKEN. So that don't hel p our
envi ronnent or our enploynent in this thing, right?

MR JAMES. Well, one to two peopl e.

M5. WLKEN: Yeah, one to two. Not too
much for Iroquois County. And three, you al ready
stated that you don't get the crops fromlroquois
County, correct?

MR. JAMES. The feed comes from Effi ngham
Equity. It cones fromtheir mll in Horace,
[11inois.

M5. WLKEN. So are the crops grown here
and processed there or they're all processed down
t here or --

MR. HARRI SON: Yeah, so good questi on.
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There's enough corn and soybeans produced i n Edgar

County within a 25 or 30 mle radius to produce

about -- | think we'll use sonewhere around 7
mllion bushels of corn when the feed mll gets to
capacity.

So to answer your question directly, we
are not going to transport nunber 2 yellow corn from
St ockl and down to the feed mlIl, but what | would
tell you is you' ve got a new end user of grain, corn
and soybean neal, that we're going to take 6 to 7
mllion bushel off the market, right? So there's
demand, there's | ocal corn basis, soybean basis.
We're going to be conpeting wth your | ocal
el evators, you know, on the south edge to try to get
sone of that commobdity into our feed mll which is
going to put pressure on |local basis, and ultimately
the farners of Iroquois County will reap the
benefits of that pressure we put on | ocal basis.
Does that nake sense?

M5. WLKEN. OQher than that, it don't
hel p Iroquois County as far as jobs or anything,
ot her than one or two peopl e.

MR JAMES: It will help on the tax base.

The facility -- well, potentially about 15 to 20, 000
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annual | y.

M5. WLKEN. But we all have to pay taxes,
so that's still not hel pi ng peopl e have jobs or keep
it in lroquois County, correct, other than one or
two people, which |I assunme are both Luchts.

MR. HARRI SON: Yeah, so one or two people
times three facilities tinmes the tax benefit tines
the corn basis inprovenent. W've covered a | ot of
things that identify howit's going to positively
I npact Iroquois County.

M5. WLKEN Ckay, thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Yes.

MR. ANDERSON: N ¢ Anderson,
A-ND-E-R-S-ON Just alittle nore clarity.
You're not going to purchase concrete from outside
the county. That will probably be a | oca
concrete --

MR. JAMES: Yes, concrete will be local.

MR. ANDERSON:  Any hardware, run to town
type of stuff?

MR JAMES: That'll all be |ocal.

MR. ANDERSON: And will we have | ocal
t rucki ng or gas purchases, anything of that nature

or --
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MR. JAMES. Yes, certainly, and the rock
bei ng haul ed in.

MR, ANDERSON: Ckay.

MR. HARRI SON: Hotel roons, convenience
store stops. There's a lot of traffic and people
st oppi ng.

MR. ANDERSON: How nmany people are on a
job site like that when you build it?

MR, JAMES: OCh, during the concrete phase,
t here's, you know, 10 to 15, and then 15 to 20
during the construction phase.

MR. ANDERSON: Ckay, thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: O her questions?

MR TWEEDY: Mark Tweedy, T-WE-E-D-Y.
How do they transport the manure to a farnf? |Is
it -- how do they punp that fromthe facility or how
do they get that fromthe facility to a farmthat's
amle away or --

MR. JAMES:. |If they have to transport it

li ke that, they'll transport it wth a tanker,
either a -- you know, a tanker that's taking it to
fill the applicator or they'll just nove the

applicator to that farm

MR. TWEEDY: So there's no hoses or that
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type of irrigation pipe or anything |ike that that
woul d be laid in the bottomof the ditch or
sonething to nove it?

MR JAMES: Oh, there could be with the
drag line. | thought you were tal ki ng about
transporting it, so --

MR. TWEEDY: Ckay, |I'msorry. And if
there's -- if you have to go across the road and
there's no culvert or a box culvert or a wood
cul vert, how do you get across the road? How do you
get that piping or the --

MR JAMES. Wiat they'll dois if there's
an existing culvert they can use that, and if not,
we woul d have to build one or just not be able to do
it.

MR TWEEDY: Ckay. I'ma little concerned
there's not enough acres w thout, yeah, putting in a
box or a culvert or sonething, you know, to get --
don't know, contingent to that building site and the
ot her too. Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON: N ¢ Anderson. Jake, when
you put the manure plan in -- there's sone concerns
about not enough acres. So when you wite a plan

for this farmor any farm those acres have to be
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dedi cated and that plan has to be agronomcally

I mpl enented, you're not sharing acres. And if there
aren't enough acres, what's a guy do? Go rent sone
or give it away?

MR. NI MS: Yeah, there's several ways you
could do it. The nunber that we used in the
presentation today was 1, 080 because that's what
Ant hony has inmmedi ately available. And I don't want
to speak to -- either in his name or he's |easing,
what ever that may be. Otentines when we find these
barns, nore often than not there's nore than willing
nei ghbors that are also wlling to take the manure.

MR. ANDERSON: Wuld they have to be in
t he pl an?

MR NIMs: And they would -- there would
be manure | and use agreenents in the plan when
t hat' s devel oped.

MR. ANDERSON: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: O her questions?
Ckay, | wll now accept witten testinony. So if

you have witten testinony that is not referred to

in your oral testinmony, I will accept it now and
enter it into the record. |If you have witten
testinony that you wll be referencing during your
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oral testinony, it will be entered into the record
after you present your oral testinony.

MR JAMES: |'d like that sane letter
email on the wells.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Entered into the
record as Exhibit No. 4 is a witten email from Jeff
Martin fromFindlay Drilling.

Also entered into the record as witten
testinony will be what's marked Exhibit No. 5, which
is aletter fromRandy Poskin fromlllinois Farm
Bureau District 6 addressed to D rector John
Sullivan fromthe Illinois Departnent of
Agri cul ture.

Entered into the record as Exhibit No. 6
is aletter from Ron Bork who is the president of
t he Ford-lroquois Farm Bureau. This is a letter
that is addressed Septenber 5th, 2019, again
addressed to Director John Sullivan fromthe
I1linois Departnent of Agricul ture.

Entered into the record as Exhibit No. 7
is aletter witten by Anthony Lucht.

Is there any nore witten testinony that
soneone would like to enter into the record at this

tine?
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| have been given the sign-up sheet for
oral testinmony. | will call the nanes of those who
wish to testify, and when call ed upon, please cone
up to the m crophone, state your nane and spell your
| ast nanme for the court reporter. | wll then swear
you in. Please renenber that during the ora
testi nony phase your testinony will be limted to
t hree m nutes.

At this tinme, are there any attorneys who
are representing clients who would |i ke to provide
oral testinony?

All right, we wll go on to the oral
testinony sign-in sheet. The first one on the |ist
Is Marvin fromMIford, Illinois. Marvin, if you'd
go ahead and state your nane and spell your | ast
nane for the court reporter.

MR, STI CHNOTH: Marvi n Sti chnot h,
S-T-1-GCHNOT-H

(M. Marvin Stichnoth was duly sworn.)

MR. STICHNOTH. A few days ago, sone of
t he county board nenbers, nyself included, went down
to the facilities south of Rankin to educate
oursel ves on what it was like. Wile we were

talking to the Parks people, it all seened roses and
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rai nbows. | left and went around the section,
talked to a M. Elliott which is a mle away on the
ot her side of the section, asked himhow conditions
were. He said that there was sone snell, that about
30 percent of the tinme he could snell it. It would
infiltrate his tool shed and tractor cab, take a
while to get away.

| personally know a M. and Ms. Canbron
who live north of the facility about a mle. They
were very upset. They said the snell is really bad.
They have lived there 25 years and they can hardly
wait to be able to | eave.

During the county board visit, it was not
a very typical day. The winds were |ight and they
didn't carry the snell very rapidly. One of the
worst things there at the facility was the odor from
decayi ng hogs that were in the containers ready to
be transported to the rendering conpany.

What | was very di sgusted about tonight in
t he previ ous neeting was how t he Farm Bureau st acked
t he neeting on behalf of Parks LLC. | dropped ny
menbership ten years ago because Farm Bureau was
pushing wi nd farnms on those who supported them

t hrough their nenbership fees. Many are owned by
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absent ee | andowners who aren't affected by the noise

causi ng sl eep deprivation. So the little guys pay
t he dues, but the Farm Bureau supports the big
cor por ati ons.

My experience shows ne that there is
offensive odor. Property values will decrease. It

wll cost |local residents for the benefit of Parks

LLC. M son is a VP, vice-president, for a northern

Il1linois group of banks. There are sone hog farns
in that area. He sees the property in that area
near the hog farms becom ng rental property as the
owners nove away, decreasing the val ue, decreasing
the tax base. They are eventually razed.

It will provide no benefit to Iroquois

County grain as grain will conme frommany nil es away

not hel ping the price here. Wen the |ocal elevator
oper at or was asked about increasing |local grain
prices, he | aughed heartily.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. \Wade
Har ri son.

MR HARRI SON: | pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Ni ¢ Ander son.

MR. ANDERSON: N ¢ Anderson, N-I-C,
A-N-D-E-R-S- O N.
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(M. N c Anderson was duly sworn.)

MR. ANDERSON: Thanks for bearing with ne,
folks. Unfortunately we |like to be on the record.
This farmw |l be on this record on its own, so we
li ke to sure get accurate information on the record.
And | do want to say kudos again to those board
menbers that canme out, Chad and the other two | adies
who left too. And | hope that, chairnman, you can
express to the other fol ks that couldn't be here
tonight. And when they receive the record, | know
it's not |like being here, but | think the farm has
really identified their process and how they're
going to neet the standards of the LMFA, and that's
really the charge to the county board, can you neet
t hose eight siting criteria, and | think they
denonstrated that tonight.

And | realize there's a lot of enotion out
there, and I wll tell you on the site in Rankin
that we went to there has never been a conpl ai nt
violation -- conplaint letter or violation notice on
either of those farns we | ooked at. One farm had
the curtain up and another farm had no curtain at
all. And | knowit's one day out of a |ot of days,

but I'"minpressed with that site. And these sites
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wll be smaller than that.

And M. Elliott has never contacted the
farm about any issues, 30 percent of the tine or
not. The farmis always open to open conmuni cati on.
If there's issues, they're open to address that.
They have tried to do that wth the Canbrons. W
drove right by the Canbron place when we went out to
that farm We didn't find any odors there either.
So we really need to look at it at face value. And
if there are those issues, we can address them nuch
| i ke Parks has always wanted to do, and | ook forward
to them being part of this county and this comunity
in agriculture. And thanks to the Parks for doing
this. And Anthony couldn't be here tonight. | know
he was di sappoi nted that he coul dn't be.

And thank you to the Departnent of
Agriculture for this process, and | hope the record
shows that Iroquois County Board w || support
l'i vestock farns like this that neet the LMFA in the
State of Illinois. Thanks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: Thank you. Those
are all the individuals who had signed up on the
oral testinony sign-in sheet. |Is there anyone el se

at this tine that would |ike to present oral

Area Wide Reporting and Video Conferencing
1-800-747-6789




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

44

testi nony?

Entered into the record as Exhibit No. 8
Is the oral testinony sign-in sheet. Entered into
the record as Exhibit No. 9 is the attendance
sign-in sheet.

Thi s concludes the oral testinony portion
of the neeting. Are there any closing remarks from
the facility?

MR JAMES: No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER TEEFEY: The facility has
i ndi cated they do not have any closing remarks. Are
there any closing renarks fromthe departnent?

MR, GOETSCH: Just briefly I would like to
on behalf of the departnent thank you all for
staying. | knowit's getting late. W do
appreci ate your participation in this process. Let
me assure you that the departnent does appreciate

the tine and effort that you put forward providing

us your comments. |I'msure that the Iroquois County
Board w |l consider them as they develop their

recomrendation, and I will again assure you that the
departnent will consider themas we nove through our

process and conplete the evaluation. Thank you

again and have a safe trip hone this evening.

Area Wide Reporting and Video Conferencing
1-800-747-6789




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

45
HEARI NG OFFlI CER TEEFEY: Thank you, M.
Goetsch. As | nentioned earlier, a copy of
tonight's transcript will be provided to the county

board. For anyone el se desiring a copy of the
transcript, it will be avail able by contacting the
court reporter. Thank you for your attendance
tonight. This public informational neeting is

her eby cl osed.

(Adj ourned at 8:56 p.m)

Area Wide Reporting and Video Conferencing
1-800-747-6789




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

46

STATE OF ILLINO'S )
) SS
COUNTY OF FORD )

I, June Haene, a Notary Public in and for
t he County of Ford, State of Illinois, do hereby
certify that the Public Informational Meeting was
taken at the Iroquois County Adm nistrative Center,
1001 East Gant Street, Watseka, Illinois, on
Sept enber 5, 20109.

That the said Public Informational Meeting
was taken down in stenograph notes and afterwards
reduced to typewiting under ny instruction and that
the transcript is a true record of the Public
I nf ormati onal Meeti ng.

| do further certify that | am a
di sinterested person in this cause of action; that |
amnot a relative, or otherwise interested in the
event of this action, and amnot in the enploy of
the attorneys for either party.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affixed ny notarial seal this 12th day of
Sept enber, 20109.

JUNE HAEME, CSR
NOTARY PUBLI C

"OFFI Cl AL SEAL"

June Haene

Notary Public, State of Illinois
My Conm ssion Expires:

Sept ember 28, 2020
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