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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

(Commencing at 6:01 p.m)

MR. COLL: Hear ye, hear ye, we are
gat hered here tonight for a Public Informational
Meeting under Section 12 of the Livestock Managenent
Facilities Act. Wl cone. This evening we are here
in the matter of Philip Hartman and his proposed
swne facility. W are gathered here in the State
of Illinois, Ford County, Sibley, on January 17th,
2019, in the Sullivant Township Hall on 125 West
Chio Street, Sibley, Illinois. Qur start tine this
evening is 6:02 p. m

Before we begin tonight, I would like to
ask that everyone please turn your cell phones to
silent. Thank you very nuch.

Good evening. On behalf of Warren
Goet sch, Acting Director of the Illinois Departnent
of Agriculture, we thank you very nmuch for the
invitation to cone to Ford County today. M nane is
Al bert Coll, I amwth the Illinois Departnent of
Agriculture, and | wll be serving as the hearing
officer for tonight's Public Informational Meeting.

Also with ne on behalf of the Departnent
of Agriculture are Doug Oamens, chief of the

departnment's Bureau of Environnental Prograns, and
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

Rosari o Johnst one, nmnager of the bureau's Techni cal
Servi ces and Pesticide Laboratory Secti on.

This neeting i s being conducted pursuant
to Section 12 of the Livestock Managenent Facilities
Act. The informational neeting is being held at the
request of the Ford County Board and is to afford
menbers of the public an opportunity to ask
questions and present oral and witten testi nony
regardi ng the proposed construction of a new 2,240
animal unit swine facility proposed by M. Philip
Har t man.

My task this evening is to ensure that the
nmeeting is conducted in an orderly fashion and to
ensure that all coments and testinony received are
entered into the record. Tonight's neeting is being
transcri bed. The transcript of the neeting will be
sent to the Ford County Board as well as used by the
Departnent of Agriculture in making its
determ nation regardi ng the proposed construction of
this facility.

In order to ensure that we have an orderly
process, | wll quickly explain howthe neeting wll
proceed this evening. First, follow ng ny comrents,

Doug Onmens wi || provide an overview of the
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

provi sions of the Livestock Managenent Facilities
Act as it relates to this particular project,
specifically outlining the current status of the
proj ect and how the process will proceed foll ow ng
t his neeting.

Follow ng M. Oanens, representatives of
t he proposed construction project wll be given an
opportunity to describe the project and denonstrate
how t hey believe it neets the siting criteria of the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act.

After their presentation, | will open the
nmeeting to questions. Anyone w shing to ask
questions of the facility representatives or the
departnent wll be given an opportunity to do so.
During the question and answer session, | wll ask
t hat you state your nane, spell your |ast nanme for
the court reporter, and that's it. You then may ask
your question. Depending on the nunber of people
who wish to testify in the oral testinony phase of
the nmeeting, which is after the question phase,
there may be a tine limt placed on the questioning
phase.

Fol | owi ng t he question and answer phase, |

will ask for witten testinony. |If anyone has
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

witten testinony that is not part of your oral

testinony, | wll accept it and enter it into the
record of this proceeding. |If you have witten
material that you will be using as part of your oral

testinony, it can be entered into the record
foll owm ng your oral testinony. Then dependi ng on
the anobunt of tine that has elapsed at this point in
the nmeeting, we may take a short break.

Following the witten testinony, | wll
ask for oral testinony fromthe public. A sign-in
sheet was placed in the back of this room one sheet
for attendance and a second sheet for oral
testinony. People who wish to provide comments
during this oral testinony phase of the hearing are
asked to sign the oral testinony sheet.

Peopl e providing oral comments wll be
sworn in. Each person will be given three m nutes
to provide his or her comments. Legal counsel
speaking on behalf of multiple clients will be given
a total of 15 mnutes for all clients and wll be
asked to state the nanes of all persons on whose
behal f he or she is speaking. Deferring tine to
ot her speakers is not allowed. If you signed the

oral testinony sheet, you may either speak or, if
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

you have changed your m nd, you nay pass. You nay
not give your tine to soneone else. The neeting
will then conclude with closing comments fromthe
facility and fromthe Departnent of Agriculture.

And so just to summarize, we're going to
have comments fromthe departnment, comments fromthe
facility, questions directed to the departnent or to
the facility, witten testinony will be accepted and
entered into the record, oral testinony fromthe
public, and if you'd |like to provide oral testinony,
pl ease sign in to the oral testinony sign-in sheet
In the back, people will be sworn in and questions
may be asked follow ng the testinony, and then at
the end, a closing statenent.

Pl ease keep in mnd that we are not here
this evening to discuss or debate the nerits or
per cei ved i nadequaci es of the existing regul ati ons
or laws. W are here tonight to receive information
on this particular proposed livestock facility to
assist with determ ning conpliance wth the existing
regulations. This is a public informational
neeting, not a court proceeding. The purpose is to
share informati on and provi de an opportunity for the

departnment, menbers of the county board and you the
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

public to |l earn about this proposed facility.

Agai n, we very nuch appreciate your
hospitality for inviting us here tonight to consider
t he proposed construction of the Philip Hartnman
swine facility. Please renenber to confine your
comments or questions to that subject as we
conti nue.

And before noving to the departnment's
remar ks, do we have any nenbers of the Ford County
Board present? Geetings. Wuld any nenbers of the
Ford County Board |ike to make a comment before we
nove further? 1'msorry, can | please have your
name?

MR. LI NDGREN: Bob Li ndgren, Board
chai rman, and we'd | ove to see progress and add to
our tax base.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chairman. Any other elected officials that woul d
| i ke to provide a comment before we begin? Pl ease
state your nane.

M5. THRKE: |'m G ndy | hrke, Ford County
Board representative, District 2. | would like to
t hank you for being here and hol ding this hearing.

| know that a | ot of people in town are -- have
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

concerns, and | appreciate the opportunity for you
to be here to |l et themvoice those. Thank you.

MR. COLL: Thank you.

MR. KEARNEY: Excuse e, Ji m Kear ney,
Village President of Sibley. W just had a few
questions. | amsigned up on the comentary and
w il speak later.

MR. COLL: Thank you very nuch. Ckay, and
now we will nmove on to the departnent's renarks, and
Il will turn the proceeding over to M. Doug Onens
for remarks fromthe Il1linois Departnent of
Agri cul ture.

MR. ONENS:. Thank you, M. Hearing
Oficer. Good evening. M nane is Doug Onens. |
currently serve as the chief of the departnent's
Bureau of Environnmental Prograns. One of our
responsibilities at the departnent is the
adm ni stration of the various provisions of the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act.

On behalf of the departnent, let ne
wel conme you to this Public Informational Meeting.
Bef ore we hear fromthe proposed facility's
representatives, | would like to say a few words

regardi ng the applicable provisions of the Livestock
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

10

Managenent Facilities Act and the current status of
this project.

The Livestock Managenent Facilities Act
was originally passed and becane | aw on May 21st of
1996. Since that tinme, the act has been anended
seven tines, three of those have been substantive.
The act can generally be described as covering five
maj or areas. Those being: facility design
st andards, waste nanagenent pl anning requirenents,
facility operator training and testing, anaerobic
| agoon financial responsibility denonstration, and
facilities setback requirenents. Each of these
provi sions inpacts various types of facilities in
different ways dependi ng upon their size, expressed
in animal units, and whether the proposed facility
is considered as a new facility or a nodified
facility or an expansion of an existing site.

The Livestock Managenent Facilities Act's
provisions are quite conplicated, and specific
facility designs and situations certainly can
differ. 1t is, however, the departnent's intention
to always fairly and equitably apply these
requirenments to the livestock industry in this

state.
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

11

Now, regarding the current status of this
project, the departnent received a fornmal Notice of
Intent to Construct application for the proposed
construction of a swine facility on Novenber 15t h,
2018. The proposed project is to consist of the
construction of one 121 foot 10 inch by 380 foot
swne finishing building with an 8 foot deep
under bui |l ding concrete |livestock waste hol di ng
facility. The project is proposed to be |ocated
approxinmately 1.5 mles west of Sibley, Illinois, in
western Ford County. The application was submtted
by Philip Hartman. The naxi num desi gn capacity of
the proposed facility is 2,240 animal units or 5, 600
head of swi ne greater than 55 pounds.

As | nentioned earlier, the departnent
received a Notice of Intent to Construct application
on Novenber 15th, 2018, and reviewed it for
conpliance with the applicable provisions of the
act. On Novenber 29th, 2018, the depart nment
determ ned that the notice was conpl ete and
forwarded a copy of the conpleted application to the
Ford County Board. Notice of that application was
al so published in the appropriate newspaper.

The design capacity of the proposed
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

12

facility requires conpliance with a residenti al
set back of not |less than 1,540 feet, and a popul at ed
area setback di stance of not |ess than 3,080 feet.

On January 2nd, 2019, the depart nent
received an official notice fromthe Ford County
Board requesting that a Public I nformational Meeting
be schedul ed regarding the proposal. After further
consultation with the county board, the departnent
schedul ed this neeting and caused notice of the
neeting to be published in the appropriate
newspapers.

An addi tional requirenent of the Livestock
Managenent Facilities Act deals wth the design and
construction plans of the |livestock waste handling
facility. The departnent has received a fornal
subm ttal of detail ed engi neering plans and
specifications for the proposed project's
underbuil ding |ivestock waste handling facility.
However, a detailed review of the aforenentioned
pl an has not been conpleted at this tine. As such,

t he departnent is currently unable to conment as to
their conpliance with the statutory requirenents of
t he act.

W are here this evening to receive
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

13

testinony regardi ng the proposed |ivestock
managenent facilities conpliance with the eight
siting criteria as defined in Section 12 paragraph D
of the Livestock Managenent Facilities Act. In
general , information regarding the follow ng woul d
be appropriate for this evening' s neeting: whether
t here' s managenent pl anni ng, potential inpact of the
proposed facility on the surrounding area's
character, whether the proposed facility is | ocated
wi thin any fl oodplain or other sensitive areas, odor
control plans, possible inpact of the proposed
facility on existing traffic patterns, and possible
I mpact of the proposed facility on conmunity grow h,
tourismand recreation or econom c devel opnent of

t he area.

Copi es of the specific criteria were
avai l able on the table at the back of the roomwth
the sign-in sheet. |If anyone would |ike to have a
copy of the criteria but did not pick one up, would
you identify yourself by raising your hand and we
wi ||l provide you a copy.

Finally, the process that will be foll owed
after this evening's neeting is as follows. The

county board will have up to 30 busi ness days from
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LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT FACILITIES ACT

14

today's neeting to submt to the departnent a
nonbi ndi ng recommendation relative to the proposed
siting of this facility. Thus, a recommendati on
fromthe Ford County Board is due to the departnent
on or before March 5th, 2019. After the cl ose of
the county's 30 business day comment period, the
departnent will have 15 cal endar days, or until
March 20t h, 2019, to review all of the information
submtted to date, including the Notice of Intent to
Construct, construction plans, transcripts fromthis
evening' s neeting, the county board's recomrendati on
and any other additional information submtted by
the owners at the request of the departnent.

Based on that review, the departnent wl|
determ ne whether the eight siting criteria have
been nmet. Once that determ nati on has been made,

t he departnent will notify both the county board and
the applicant of the departnent's deci sion.

M. Hearing Oficer, at this tine |I would
i ke to submt the conpleted Notice of Intent to
Construct application and its associ at ed
correspondence file for formal entry into the record
as an exhibit.

MR COLL: Entered into the record as
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Exhibit 1 is a conpleted Notice of Intent to
Construct, including correspondence between the
departnent and the applicant, notices of the Public
| nformati onal Meeting, and correspondence with the
Ford County officials. Thank you, M. Owens.

MR ONENS: At this tine | would also |ike
to submt a copy of the slide set from our
presentation to be included in the record.

MR, COLL: Also entered into the record as
Exhibit 2 is the departnent's Power Poi nt
present ati on.

MR OWNENS: Al right, this concludes ny
formal remarks. Again, thank you for your
attention. | look forward to hearing your conments
regarding the proposal. | wll now turn the neeting
back over to the hearing officer.

MR. COLL: Thank you, M. Oaens. At this
time we wll hear comments fromthe facility.

Bef ore you begin, for those who wll be presenting
I nformati on, please state your nane and spell your
| ast name for the court reporter, and then I wll
swear you in all together.

Wiat's your -- which -- are all three of

you presenting information or --
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1 MR PHI LI P HARTMAN: Philip Hartman.
2 MR. COLL: Spell your | ast nane.
3 MR PHI LI P HARTMAN: H A R T-MA-N
4 MR, COLL: And are you the only one
5| presenting information, M. Hartman?
6 MR. RYAN HARTMAN:  No, we all are.
7 MR. COLL: Gkay, and do you each want to
8| stand and --
9 MR, RYAN HARTMAN: Ryan Hart man,
10 HA R T-MA-N
11 MR N Ms: Jake Ninms, NI-MS.
12 MR COLL: WII all three of you pl ease
13| stand and rai se your right hand?
14 (Philip Hartman, Ryan Hartman and Jake
15| Ninms were duly sworn/affirned.)
16 MR, COLL: Thank you. You nmay proceed.
17 MR PHI LI P HARTMAN: So wel cone. Thanks
18| for comng to | earn about the proposed hog barn
19 project. |I'mPhilip Hartman as you know, |'m 23,
200 grown up -- grew up on the famly farm and | ooki ng
21| to put up this barn as a way for ny brother and | to
22| cone back to the farm W are -- we're the third
23| generation. Not just because of that, we |like
24 raising pigs too, but it's our way that we can -- we
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both |like farmng. W want to cone back to the
famly farmand work with dad and G andpa Joel on
t hat .

Al so here tonight is ny wife Lilah, ny
br ot her Cal eb, Joel, grandpa, grandnm, and then dad.
And then Jake is the one who's going to be working
wth us for the construction plans and engi neeri ng,
so he's going to give a presentation on that.

MR NIMsS: Good evening. M nane is Jake
Ninms. I'mwth Frank & West Environnental Engi neers
in Springfield, Illinois. 1'"mgoing to el aborate
just a little bit on the eight siting criteria M.
Onens nmentioned earlier after | give just a brief
little bit of an overview on the farmitself.

This is just a general map of the area
showi ng the town of Sibley and then the yell ow pin
is where the barn is |located. Again, it's a 380
foot building, 380 long by 121 feet 10 i nches w de
situated north-south, and it wll be | ocated just
sout heast of the existing farmsite owned by M.
Hart man and al so where he |ives.

The eight siting criteria that M. Owens
mentioned earlier, this is just a brief overview of

each one of those. As | go through each one
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individually, 1'lIl give alittle bit of a nore
detail ed expl anati on of each one of them

Siting Criteria 1, registration and
certification. Wether registration and |ivestock
wast e managenent plan certification requirenents, if
required, are net by the Notice of Intent to
Construct. As we heard a little bit ago, the Notice
of Intent was filed wth the departnent on Novenber
15t h and deemed conpl ete on Novenber 29t h.

Part 2 of Siting Criteria No. 1 is,
according to the Livestock Managenent Facilities
Act, a farm whi ch exceeds 1,000 animal units but
| ess than 5,000 shall prepare, naintain and
I mpl enent a nutrient managenent plan wthin 60 days
of commencing operation. This farmintends to
prepare, maintain and i nplenment a conprehensive
nutri ent managenent pl an.

The farmw |l be required to submt to the
departnment the nutrient managenent plan
certification formcertifying that the plan has been
prepared. The farmwll -- the plan will be kept
onsite with all records of waste disposal at the
farm and the plan will be -- and the associ ated

records will be avail able for Departnment of Ag
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I nspecti ons.

The goal of the conprehensive nutrient
managenent plan will be to utilize the nanure at
approved agrononic | oading rates that neet the
nutrient needs of locally grown crops in an
environnental ly sound fashi on.

This goal will be acconplished by
devel opi ng a conprehensi ve nutrient nmanagenent pl an
whi ch includes the followi ng: total aninmal manure
vol unme cal cul ations, historic proven yields in
application areas, manure analysis to provide the
nutrient content of the nmanure, agronom c | oadi ng
rates, |and application provisions for setbacks and
I ncor poration standards, and docunentation of all
phases of the plan.

Moving on to Siting Criteria 2. \Wether
t he design, |ocation or proposed operation wll
protect the environnent by being consistent with the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act.

Part 1 of this criteria is the design of
t he concrete structures. The design of the pit wll
be in accordance with the M dWest Pl an Service
Concrete Manure Storage Handbook gui dance. This

M dWest Pl an Services is a university-based
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publ i shi ng cooperati ve dedi cated to publishing and
di ssem nati ng research-based and peer-revi ewed
publications. Wthin this, there are specifications
for concrete specifications, reinforcement

requi rements, and water-stop requirenments.

Agai n, the design for this proposed farm
consists of one finishing barn.

Just to give you an exanple of what a
typical finishing barn m ght |ook like. And then
that's on the outside. And then a typical inside
| ayout with the feeders within the open pen setup.

This is a typical cross section of if you
were to look at it fromthe side. You can see where
t he ani mal s woul d stand, which would be the sl atted,
concrete slatted floor that the aninmals live on, and
the manure falls into the pit below and there it's
kept until tinme for application.

Part 2 of Siting Criteria 2 is |location.
As tal ked about earlier, the | ocation and setback
di st ances have been net for both the occupied
resi dence, the popul ated area, and again it was
deened conpl ete by the departnent on Novenber 29t h.

Part 3 is proposed operation. The manager

of this farmw ||l be a certified |livestock manager.
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This is a program devel oped by the Departnent of Ag
to educate |livestock nmanagers on nanure nanagenent
handl i ng and systens. Managers of farns over 1,000
animal units are required to attend a training
course and pass an exam And the livestock waste
managenent plan wll detail the operation at the
farmso that all manure applications will be based
on site specific data.

Siting Criteria 3. Wether the | ocation
m nimzes any inconpatibility with the surroundi ng
area's character by being zoned for agriculture,
where the county has zoning, or where the county is
not zoned, the setback requirenents established by
the LMFA are conplied wth.

This particular county is zoned
agriculture, the farmis conpatible with surrounding
area, and that the area is in a rural agricultural
area. And this map is obtained by the Illinois,
fromthe Illinois Association of County Zoning
Oficials. You can see up in the corner there would
be -- ny hand is not very steady. Right there
[i ndicating].

Alittle nore clarification on the

set backs. 5,600 aninmals over -- greater than 55
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pounds equate to 2,240 animal units. So for an
occupi ed residence, we start out with a -- I'm
sorry, for this particular size, then, the setback
di stance to an occupi ed residence is 1,540 feet and
that is the base line quarter mle plus 220 feet
because there are over 2,000 aninmal units. The
setback for the popul ated area is then 3,080 feet,
which is the half mle base distance plus 440 feet.
And agai n the departnent deened these setbacks
conpl ete on Novenber 29t h.

Criteria 4. Wether the farmis | ocated
within a 100-year fl oodplain or an ot herw se
environnentally sensitive area, defined as an area
of karst area or with aquifer material within 5 feet
of the bottom of the livestock waste handling
facility, and whether construction standards set
forth in the Notice of Intent are consistent with
the goal of protecting the safety of the area.

The end of the arrow here [indicating] is
the location of the building itself. The resolution
is alittle rough, | apol ogize, but on this slide
here, this is a little hashed, it's called Zone A
and that is your 100-year floodplain. You can see

in this whole i medi ate area, which would be nine
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sections shown on this particular nmap, there are no
pat ched areas in that map, so no 100-year fl oodpl ain
in the immedi ate area. And that's, of course, from
t he FEMA Fl ood Map Center.

Moving on to the karst area portion, an
area with a |l and surface containing sinkholes, |arge
springs, disrupted | and drai nage and under gr ound
systens associated with karstified carbonate
bedrock, |inestone or dolomte, and caves or a | and
surface without these features but containing a
karstified carbonate bedrock unit generally overlain
by Il ess than 60 feet of unconsolidated naterial s.

This is -- on the left side here, this is
a map of the entire State of Illinois with known
karst regions throughout, two in the northwest
portion of it, western part of Illinois, and then
t he sout hwestern and extrene southern. As you can
see, there's not any known karst regions within this
part of east central Illinois. And this is just a
zooned-in version of that map show ng Ford County
over here in the corner where we're at.

Aqui fer material. Sandstone that is 5
feet or nore in thickness or fractured carbonate

that is 10 feet or nore in thickness or sand gravel
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or sand and gravel such that there is at |east 2
feet or nore present within any 5 foot section of a
soi |l boring.

So on an 8 foot deep pit, you can kind of
see again this is a cross session kind of show ng
the U shaped version of the pit without the slatted
fl oor across here, but typically an 8 foot pit would
be | ocated, at the nost, probably 6 feet in the
ground. So when we did our soil borings, we assuned
that the bottom of the proposed pit was going to be
6 foot in the ground, and then we're required by
LMFA standards to do a boring 5 foot below that, so
we did an 11 foot boring fromthe current ground
surface. This site investigation soil boring was
conducted on January 4th. And no voids or any
aqui fer material were discovered within that boring.

Siting Criteria 5. Mnimze the
envi ronnental inpact. Wether the owner operator
has submtted plans for operation that mnim ze the
| i kel i hood of any environnental damage to the
surrounding area fromspills, runoff and | eachi ng.

Spills. This building is designed with
proper sizing. |t has adequate storage capacity.

We're required to have 150 days of storage within
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the LMFA. I n actuality, this particular pit wll

have right at a year's worth of storage. The pit's

al so designed as a cl osed systemso as there will be
no uncontroll ed rel ease of |ivestock nmanure fromthe
bui | di ng.

Runoff. The building will have cl ean
wat er diversions so that will allow for rainwater to

be directed away fromthe pit and not into it,
t heref ore reduci ng the storage days of that.

Leaching. The farmis designed so as to
prevent a release of |livestock manure. This
consists of solid concrete construction reinforced
with grade 60 steel rebar, and water-stop is pl aced
in all construction stoppage joints. All surfaces
in contact with the livestock nanure, in this case,
concrete, will neet the required perneability
st andar ds.

Criteria 6. Whether odor control plans
are reasonabl e and i ncorporate reasonabl e or
I nnovati ve odor reduction technol ogi es given the
current state of such technol ogi es.

The farm proposed farmw || inplenent a
conpr ehensi ve odor control plan. This consists of

controlled | and application of manure, routine
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mai nt enance, feed nanagenent, and the | ocation of
the building itself.

Controll ed application of manure by
i nj ecti on based upon nitrogen and phosphorus | oadi ng
fromactual onsite data. And the Hartman farm
Intends to utilize injection as the application
nmet hod for the livestock nanure. This particular
nmet hod m ni m zes contact with air and is w dely
accepted as the best avail able technol ogy for manure
appl i cation.

All livestock manure will be applied by
t he owners thensel ves, and the applicati on equi pnent
wll contain safety controls, such as the equi pnent
wll be visually nonitored continuously, there wll
be energency shutoffs in the cab if there's a | oss
of pressure, and there will be conmmuni cati on between
per sonnel available at all tines.

That's pictures of an exanple of injection
using a manure tanker pulled behind a building or --
bui Il ding? -- pulled behind a tractor. You can see
the pit itself that contains the manure, and then
it's alittle dark, but there's actually injection
kni ves and di scs that are pulled behind that and

that's what actually injects the nanure into the
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ground. This is a close-up of the knives, you can
see the furrows that it | eaves, and then there's
actually the discs that cl ose up the furrow behi nd
it.

This is another exanple. At the nonent
that's not what is intended to be used but could
possibly be used in the future. |It's called a drag
| i ne system where rather than a tanker pull ed behi nd
a tractor, there's a hose, nuch like an unbili cal
cord or unbilical, that is pulled through the farm
and punped directly fromthe pit that travels al ong
wth the tractor itself.

The Hartman farm has at | east 630 acres
| ocally, available locally per year for |ivestock
manure applications. Uilizing |ocal yields
conbined with area soil types, it is anticipated
that the farmwould utilize approximtely 600 to 650
acres of a corn/corn rotation dependi ng on which
book val ues you use. Part of the nutrient
managenent plan that we tal ked about earlier wll
actual ly be taking actual sanples of the manure
itself to get nore exact nunbers, along with soi
tests fromthe actual application fields.

The farmw Il utilize regul ar nmai nt enance
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to mnimze dust originating fromthe facility.
Regul ar mai ntenance w Il include routine visual

wal k-t hroughs of the barns to ensure there's no
manur e buil dup above the slatted floor and wal kways,
and the regular cleaning of fans to prevent the
accunul ation of dust. The farmw |l be thoroughly
pressure washed and sanitized between each
production cycle. This wll mnimze the anount of
odor-causing particles that are able to | eave the
facility through the ventilation fans. The farm

Wi ll ensure that the building s fans operate
efficiently, thus mnim zing dust buil dup. And
regul ar mai ntenance i s known to reduce odor
concentrations and odor intensity.

The farm has incorporated an ani mal di et
formulated to allow the nost efficient utilization
of proteins and nutrients in the feed. This dietary
practice aids in the reduction of overall odors from
the farm by reduci ng excess nutrients excreted by
t he ani nmal s.

The farm conplies with and exceeds
facility setback di stances as established in the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act. The

residential setback is exceeded by 3,010 feet and
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t he popul ated area setback is exceeded by 4, 620
feet.

Again, just kind of a summary of the
conpr ehensi ve odor control plan, the farm |l ocation
and mai ntenance itself, utilizing proper nutrition
for the animals, and utilizing injection of the
manure during applications.

Siting Criteria 6 still. The farm has
diligently planned an overall odor control strategy
by i ncorporating nunerous odor control techniques
and technologies. The farmw ||l also continue to
| ook for and incorporate other technol ogi es as they
becone available. This strategic plan incorporates
reasonabl e and i nnovative technol ogies that w ||
allow the facility to operate with m ni mal odor
I mpact to the surroundi ng area.

Criteria 7, traffic patterns. \Wether the
traffic patterns mnimze the effect on existing
traffic flows. This is going back to the | ocation
map earlier. This is assumng trucks |eaving the
site. They will leave the site and travel east on
Rout e 165. Then once they get to Route 47, they can
go north or south based on if we're tal ki ng about

ani mal transportation trucks or feed trucks.
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Il1'linois Route 165 between the farm and
Sibley has a weekly -- according to the Illinois
Departnent of Transportation, they have a weekly
average of 4,025 vehicles and a weekly average of
630 trucks. Wien | say trucks, I'mtal king sem s,
dual -- nultiple axle trucks, that type of trucks,
not passenger trucks.

On Illinois Route 47 north of Sibl ey,
there's a weekly average of 18,900 vehicles and a
weekl y average of 6,650 trucks. Going south out of
Sibley, there's a weekly average of 21, 700 vehi cl es,
of which 6,895 of those are trucks.

For the particular farm we're expected to
average four total trucks weekly. This includes
both feed transportati on and ani nal transportation
trucks. So for vehicle traffic, the farmw |
consist of less than .1 percent of the average
weekly vehicle traffic on Route 165 and | ess than
.02 percent on Route 47 both north and sout h of
town. That's for just vehicles in general. Then
when you | ook at trucks specifically, farmtraffic
w || make up .64 percent of the average weekly
traffic on Route 165 and |l ess than .06 percent on 47

bot h north and south of Si bl ey.
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The Hartman farmtraffic will conply with
t he sane seasonal posted road weight Iimts as al
other traffic in the area.

And Siting Criteria 8. \Wether
construction of a new farmis consistent with
exi sting community growh, tourism recreation or
econom ¢ devel opnent or with specific projects
I nvol ving community growth, tourism recreation or
econom ¢ devel opnent that have been identified by
governnent action for devel opment or operation
wi t hi n one year through conpliance with applicable
zoni ng and setback requirenments for popul ated areas
as established by the LMFA

The farm has shown that it's consi stent
with the area, it is consistent with existing and
pl anned community devel opnent of this rural
agricultural area by denonstrating conpliance with
zoni ng and setback requirenments, and the farm has
been shown to neet all requirenments of the Livestock
Managenent Facilities Act.

Wth that, we appreciate the opportunity
and | ook forward to your questions.

MR COLL: | will now nove to enter into

the record as Exhibit 3 the presentation fromthe
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facility's representatives. Thank you.

W' ve now cone to the question and answer
period of this informational neeting. W will now
open the neeting for any questions that you may have
of the facility or the departnent. |If you have a
question you would li ke to ask, please raise your
hand and, when call ed upon, please state your nane
and spell your |ast nane. Please indicate to whom
you are directing your question. | will remnd you
that this portion of the neeting will be limted to
questions only. After this question and answer
session, there will be a session dedicated to public
testi nony where you can provi de your oral comments.
So please |imt this section to questions only.

Al so keep in mnd that questions need to pertain to
this particular facility.

Are there any questions? Yes, sir.

MR VETTER Paul Vetter, V-E-T-T-E-R
Are these going to be contracted hogs or are these
going to be your own hogs?

MR COLL: [I'll indicate that that
question is directed to the representatives of the
facility.

MR. PH LIP HARTMAN. They w |l be
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contracted finish hogs.

MR. VETTER They'll be contracted hogs.

MR PHI LI P HARTMAN: Correct.

MR. VETTER  So that neans -- then who is
going to oversee the facility when the fans get down
and the odor gets higher? Wwo is the governnent
responsi ble for that?

MR. COLL: Question number two, directing
this to the Departnent of Agriculture?

MR VETTER  Yes.

MR, COLL: Could you please restate the
questi on?

MR. VETTER When the fans aren't worKking
right, do they have nonthly inspections, yearly
I nspections? Wen does the facility get inspected?

MR. OVNENS: There are no schedul ed
periodic inspections of the facilities. Once they
are in service, large facilities are inspected on a
five year cycle by the | EPA through their CAFO
requirenents, GA-F-O CAFOrequirenents. |If there
I's an environnental conpliance, those are directed
to the Illinois Environnmental Protection Agency for
I nvestigati on. Those woul d include odor conpl aints.

MR VETTER  Thank you.
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MR. COLL: Does anyone have any
additional -- yes. Please rise and state your nane.

MR, BROMN: M ke Brown, Sibley, B-R O WN.
A question. | noticed on the thing showed about the
ventilation, cross-ventilation. WII this facility
have pit fans?

MR PH LI P HARTMAN:  Yes.

MR. BROMWN. So that kind of ups the ante
because the odor com ng across the cross things are
m ni mal conpared to the pit fans.

MR. COLL: Do you have any further
questions?

MR- BROAN: No, sir, that's it.

MR. COLL: kay, thank you. Additional
questions? Yes, sir.

MR. KEARNEY: Jim Kearney, K-E-A-R-NE-Y,
I'"'mthe Village President of Sibley. | do or | did
sign up to speak, but we can do this in the
questions. The well depth, we have a concern with
our drinking water and any possibility of
cont am nati on.

MR PHI LI P HARTMAN: It's about 144 to 146
give or take a foot or two here or there, about.

MR. KEARNEY: And this is posted wth the
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state and we can get records of all of that?

MR PH LI P HARTMAN:  Yes.

MR. KEARNEY: And do you -- second
questi on, do you have any -- propose buil ding
anot her barn?

MR. PH LI P HARTMAN. W don't have any
plans at this point, no.

MR. KEARNEY: Ckay, thank you.

MR. COLL: Additional questions? Yes.

MR HOLLI DAY: Bill Holliday,
HOL-L-1-DDA-Y. |Is this farmincor porated?

MR, RYAN HARTMAN: It is not.

MR HOLLIDAY: It is not. So all tax
revenues will cone to Ford County or would they go

to Livingston County where your other farnms are

based?

MR. RYAN HARTMAN. They will cone to Ford
County.

MR. HOLLIDAY: That's all | got.

MR, COLL: Additional questions?

MR TJARKS: Merlin Tjarks, T-J-A-R K-S,
Sibley. | just have a question about heavy rains

and the overflow worry of the liquid manure. How

big is the reservoir going to be to prevent any
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total runoff? | mean to the ditches in the
sout heast corner of the farm area.

MR N Ms: Are you talking runoff fromthe
building itself or --

MR. TJARKS: And/or contai nnent.

MR NMsS: -- application? Well, | can
answer that in two different parts | guess. There

won't be any runoff fromthe building itself because

the pit itself will be covered up in a way that no
clean water or fresh water will get into the pit.
So the pit itself will just be the manure.

Now, when it conmes to application tine,
obvi ously having a year's worth of storage gives us
sone flexibility on when we can apply, and that's
one of the nmin reasons why we have as much storage
wthin those pits is that we are not forced to apply
when the forecast calls for rain or anything like
that. So we can apply when the conditions are nost
favorable to prevent any runoff situation. So |
don't foresee that being an issue.

MR, TJARKS: Ckay, thanks.

MR COLL: Yes?

MS. | HRKE: G ndy lhrke, I-HRK-E Under

Criteria No. 8, since Ford County doesn't have its
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own conprehensive plan, | was wondering how -- what
the criteria was for neeting the comunity growth
touri smrecomendati on of econom c devel opnment of
the Sibley area. | think that m ght be your
departnent. [|'mnot sure who to direct that to.

MR ONENS: ay, |I'll go ahead and take
that. | guess what the departnent would | ook at is
what is currently being done in the area of the
proposed construction, whether it's already an
agricultural area, agricultural production area.
Any information the township can give or the Vill age
of Sibley can give as far as a comunity devel opnent
pl an woul d certainly be sonething that could be
submtted to the departnent to be included in its
review when we make a determnation. |It's hard to
say specifically because I'"'mnot real famliar with
what is going on here, but in general we would
accept information regarding any type of community
econom ¢ devel opnent pl an.

M5. THRKE: And just to clarify, you can
accept that information after tonight's hearing as
wel | ?

MR ONENS: W can, yes.

M5. THRKE: Al right, thank you.
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MR. COLL: Are there further questions
about the facility for the departnment? | see two.

MR VETTER Paul Vetter, V-E-T-T-E-R |
t he hogs are contracted, who are putting the hogs in
your buil di ng?

MR. RYAN HARTMAN:. Lenman Farnms from
Eureka. They're a fam|ly-owned farm

MR. ANDERSON: N ¢ Anderson,
A-ND-E-RSON To the departnent. So the
application was presented to you and presented as
zoned agriculture and it's a farmng practice. |Is
any other information submtted that it's anything
ot herw se than zoned for agriculture?

MR ONENS: Not that I'm aware of.

MR, ANDERSON: Ckay, thank you.

MR. COLL: Any further questions of the

facility or the departnent? Seeing that there are

none, we will nove on to the next section which is
witten testinony. | will now accept witten
testinony. |If you have witten testinony that is
not referred to in your oral testinony, | wll
accept it now and enter it into the record. |If you
have witten testinony that you will be referencing

during your oral testinony, it can be entered into
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the record after your oral testinony.

Does anyone have any witten testinony
that they'd like to present to be entered into the
record? Yes.

MS. VETTER: "' m Marge Vetter,
V-E-T-T-EFR |I'mrepresenting the residents of
Sibley. They are very concerned about the odor with
the west prevailing wnds comng into town and al so
t he aquifer and how it woul d damage our water or
what ever, how it would affect it. Also |I'malso an
officer of the Sibley Business and Hi stori cal
Associ ation and we do have a nonprofit organi zation
t hat does pronote tourism and ot her projects of our
vil | age.

MR. COLL: Do you have a witing that
you' d like to prevent -- | nean provide?

MS. VETTER  Yes, | do. | have 83
signatures, which | believe we only needed 75, and
we did this in the |last three days, so --

MR. COLL: Can you pl ease provide that to
us and we will enter it into the record?

M5. VETTER  Sure.

MR. COLL: Thank you. I'mentering into

the record as Exhibit 4 the witten testi nony which
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consists of 83 signatures of registered voters of
Sul li vant Townshi p who have signed this petition and
are opposing this hog operation.

Any further witten testinony? Seeing
that there is none, we will nove on to ora
t esti nony.

We're now at the oral testinony part of
this informational neeting. | have in front of ne
the oral testinony sign-in sheet indicating that
there are 11 individuals in this neeting that have
signed up for oral testinony. | will call the nanes
of those who wish to testify. Wen called upon,
pl ease step up to the podium state your nane, and
spell your |ast nane for the court reporter. | wll
t hen swear you in. Renenber you will have three
m nutes to speak.

Are there any attorneys representing
clients present today? Doesn't |look |like there are
any.

All right. The first person | wll cal
is Rich Perkins.

MR. PERKI NS: Rich Perkins, P-E-R-K-1-N-S.

MR, COLL: Can you pl ease raise your right

hand?
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(Rich Perkins was duly sworn/affirned.)

MR. COLL: You have three m nutes.

MR, PERKINS: | live south of Sibley a
couple mles. | have three hog operations to the
north of me and one a little bit to the northeast,
and when the wind is just right, we can't even open
our wi ndows or go outside. |If they're going to
build this a mle and a half west of town, | know
people live in this town, we do business in this
town, | just don't want to see the snell drive this
t own agai nst each ot her and peopl e not doing
busi ness or wanting to settle in Sibley.

| know it can get bad, especially in the
summer if the wnd is just right, when the wnd's
out of the northeast. | nean it doesn't matter for
us. So just be careful with the snell. If it's
going to be built, control it please, just for
Si bl ey's sake. Thank you.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Next for oral
testinony, I'mgoing to call M ke Haag.

MR HAAG  Haag.

MR. COLL: Haag, pardon ne. M ke, can you
spell your l|last nane for the court reporter?

MR. HAAG Haag, HA-A-G
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MR. COLL: Thank you. WII| you pl ease
rai se your right hand?
(M ke Haag was duly sworn/affirmed.)
MR HAAG M nane is Mke Haag. |'m
actually the current president of the Illinois Pork

Producers Association this year and I'"'m al so on the
board for the Illinois Livestock Devel opnent G oup,
but nost of all today I'mfrom Livingston County
just about 30 nmiles north of here, and it's really a
uni que opportunity to get down here and speak on
behal f of a young famly and give themthe
opportunity to raise livestock |ike I've had ny
entire life.

| was brought up on a livestock farm M
whol e fam |y has been brought up there. |'m part of
a fifth generation and fourth generation on a
livestock farm It's just really exciting to ne to
see another great famly becone involved in the
| i vestock industry, and | know that their famly has
been in the past, but to see themand to see this
type of investnent nade in a rural comunity. And
it's not ny job to tal k nunbers, but | can tell you
that the investnent that this famly is putting in

ri ght outside of your town here is incredible.
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And | also think it's a really unique
opportunity to be able to see sone new generations
br ought back hone to these farns and into these
| ocal communities and to see sone new |life and new
ki ds and new generati ons brought back to them |
just -- it's a great opportunity to see this and
neet this famly and be a part of this. So that's
all | have.

MR, COLL: Thank you. Next we have Dirk
Ri ce. Can you please spell your |last nane for the
court reporter?

MR RI CE: Rice, RI-CGE

MR. COLL: Thank you.

(Drk Rice was duly sworn/affirned.)

MR RICEE M nane is Dirk Rice. |1'mthe
District 6 representative for the Illinois Corn
Mar keti ng Board. Representing corn, | can tell you

how i nportant |ivestock is to the corn industry. W
see selling neat as selling corn, and that's --
roughly half of the corn we growin this state ends
up getting exported as raw product. Anything we can
feed to an aninmal or sell as a finished product
brings a ot nore revenue to the state and to the

famlies that grow t hem
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Myself, when | started farmng, | had a
smal|l farrowto-finish hog operation. It was in
1985, a period simlar to this, where farminconme
was really down, and without it, | never would have
made it. That's what got ne going. And | see a
parallel here. | see a famly farmthat's -- what
they're trying to do is make room for the next
gener ati on.

And in the current business climte that
agriculture is in, thisis -- this is an opportunity
that, you know, we have here in Illinois that not
everyone does and not every area does. And so I'm
glad this famly at least is, you know, doing what
they can to bring the next generation in.

Hi storically fromthe time agriculture got
nmechani zed, every generation, the nunber of farners
was half of what it was before. Wat we're seeing
around ne now, it's just going to drop nore than
that. You're going to have a very snall nunber
controlling the whole industry at the rate we're
goi ng.

This famly fromwhat | can see is doing
everything right and for all the right reasons.

They're trying to grow their business. | heard
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concern about the waste, you know, and possibly
contam nation of the water, but what they're doing

is applying it in such a way that the crop will use
all of it. It's not going to be accumulating in the
ground. It's -- they're using it in such a way that
the crop will use it, you know, at kind of as they
apply it.

So as | said before, they're naking room
for another generation. Another conplaint you hear
lots of tinmes is that, you know, the people
responsi ble don't live on the farmso they don't
have to deal wth odors or whatever. You know, they
have a son who's going to be right there in the
mddle of it. He's going to be living there. He's
responsi ble for the animals. Just, you know, to ne,
li ke | said, they're doing everything right.

This is -- as | touched on before, this is
I mportant to the Illinois econony. Anything we can
do to keep, you know, selling a finished product as
opposed to just selling raw corn is better for the
state. |'mpretty sure everybody here is vaguely
aware of the state of our econony in Illinois right
now, so anything we can do to, you know, inprove it

froman agricultural end wll help the whole state,
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so t hank you.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Next we have Jim
Kear ney.

MR. KEARNEY: | pass. M questions and
stat enent has been answered, thank you.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Next we have M ke
Bor gi c.

MR. BORA C. Borgic.

MR. COLL: Borgic, sorry. Can you spel
your |ast name for the court reporter?

MR BORA C B-ORGI-C

MR. COLL: Thank you.

(M ke Borgic was duly sworn/affirned.)

MR. BORA C. (Good eveni ng, everyone. M
nane is Mke Borgic. |I'mwith the Illinois Pork
Producers Associ ati on, been on staff there for a
little while. | also grew up on a hog farm W
grew up on a, at the tine it was a 1500 sow
farrowto-finish operation, and |'ve been part of
the pork industry nmy entire life. Just wanted to
conme out here and show our support for the Hartnmans
and this farm

A couple things or one thing that has been

brought up is the odor, and to kind of address that
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alittle bit, according to EPA statistics, Illinois
EPA statistics, less than 1 percent of all the hog
farns in Illinois receive an odor conplaint. So
we're | ooking at 99.9 percent that are -- that don't
recei ve conplaints, and there's approximately 11
mllion pigs finished in the State of Illinois |ast

year, so there's quite a few farns and not many
conpl ai nts.

So again, | want to thank everybody for
com ng out tonight, and if you have any questions
about the pork industry, feel free to call us down
at the office in Springfield and we'll be sure to
hel p you out. Thank you.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Next we have Marge
Veiter.

M5. VETTER  Vetter. | already presented
m ne.

MR. COLL: And do you nove to pass?

M5. VETTER  Yes.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Next, Bil
Hol liday. M nd spelling your |ast nanme for the
court reporter?

MR HOLLI DAY: HOL-L-1-D-AY.

MR. COLL: Thank you.
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(Bill Holliday was duly sworn/affirmed.)

MR. HOLLIDAY: M nane is Bill Holliday.
l'"ma resident of Sibley unlike the rest of you
people | just heard speak. This farmis a mle and
a half outside of town. Everybody in this town
knows our prevailing winds conme fromthe west. You

can take all the technology in the world, you're not
going to get away fromthe odors. | know people
t hat have farned |ivestock for a long tinme and
they'Il tell you there's nothing that can be done to
stop that odor.

| noticed when you're building your hog
barn, you're putting it on the southeast side of
your house. Wiy not put it on the west side so you
can snell it too? Wat's going to happen here is
t he property values in Sibley are going to decrease
dramatically. They already are.

Going to Section 8 of this, this village
t hrough vill age funds, private donati ons and
vol unteer work began a project to revitalize the
downt own area. Over $70,000 has been spent on this.
The idea is to bring small businesses to town, young
famlies to town so the houses don't keep coll apsing

| i ke we have now. [It's going to happen.
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This is too close to town. | understand
peopl e have to make a living, | understand they have
aright to do what they want to do, but this is too
close to town. Wen the prevailing w nds come out
of the west, we're going to snell this every day.
We're not going to be able to enjoy our backyards.
As this gentleman just said, it's comng out of the
northeast to his house. |If it was com ng out of the
west at that farmthat's to the west of you, you'd
be snelling it every day, wouldn't you, and that's
what we're going to be dealing wth.

| believe that this farmis going to
destroy any tourism aspects the village is trying to
achieve, | think it's going to destroy any snall
busi ness ventures that we were trying to attract,
and | think it's going to destroy our property
values and I'magainst it. And | know a | ot nore
people in this town are against it. They don't want
to cone out to neetings, they don't want to get
I nvol ved, but when you sit around and talk to them
t hey don't want nothing to do with it.

We' ve got another one comng up a mle and
athird to the east of towmn. W're going to be

conpl etely surrounded by these hog farnms. So it
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doesn't natter which way the wind's blowing if you
live in Sibley. You're going to get it fromthe
east, you're going to get it fromthe west, you'l
get it fromthe south, you'll get it fromthe north.
This is too close. It's too close to town. And
that's all | have, thank you.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Next I'd like to
call Jim N ewol d.

MR N EWOLD: That's pretty cl ose.
COLL: How far off was |7?
Nl EWOLD: Jim N ewld, NI-E-WO L-D.

2 3 3

COLL: Thank you. Raise your right
hand.
(Jim N ewl d was duly sworn/affirned.)
MR N EWLD: |'mhere tonight both to

represent the Ford-Iroquois County Farm Bureau and

also nyself. So first, coments fromthe Farm
Bureau. |1'm a nenber of the Ford-Iroquois Farm
Bureau. It's a general farm organization

representing the npjority of farnmers in Ford and
I roquoi s Counti es.

Ford-1roquoi s Farm Bureau supports the
growt h and enhancenent of the livestock industry in

Ford County. Qur proximty to a |large grain supply,
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excell ent transportation infrastructure and a
wel |l -trai ned work force nmake Ford County ideal for
t he production of |ivestock. Livestock production
currently contributes $54.2 million to the Ford
County econony each year as well as providing 168
jobs. Additional livestock facilities wll provide
per manent enpl oynent opportunities, construction
jobs, additions to the |Iocal tax base, and open new
mar kets for | ocally produced grain.
Ford-1roquoi s Farm Bureau supports the
Li vest ock Managenent Facilities Act which provides
statewi de standards for siting, construction and
certain operating procedures of |ivestock farns in
this state under the direction of the Illinois
Departnent of Agriculture. On behalf of the
Illinois -- or Ford-Iroquois Farm Bureau, |
appreci ate the opportunity to provide coments
supporting |ivestock devel opnent in Ford County.
And then for ne personally, |I've known the
Hart mans for what, 40 years now. Just a really good
farmfamly. Could there be odors now and then?
Yeah, but | know themthat they will do what they
say to try to nanage it in the best way possi bl e,

and so | think they're great folks. They don't --
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they grew up not real far north, it isin a
different county, but they're good folks and |I think
they'lIl do what they say they'll do. Thank you. Do
you want the Farm Bureau's submtted coment ?

MR COLL: We'Ill enter this into the
record as Exhibit 5.

MR. NIEWOLD: Thank you.

MR. COLL: Comments fromthe Ford-Iroquois
Farm Bureau. Next for oral testinony is Tasha
Bunting. Can you spell your |ast nanme for the court
reporter?

M5. BUNTI NG B-UNT-1-NG

MR. COLL: Thank you.

(Tasha Bunting was duly sworn/affirmed.)

MS. BUNTI NG Good eveni ng, everyone. |'m
Tasha Bunting. | ama Ford County native. | grew
up just about four mles south of here on a grain
and livestock farm M famly raises cattle, so not
In the hog production area but still in |ivestock
certainly, and so I"'mexcited to be here to be able
to pronote |ivestock both personally and
professionally. In my day job, I work for Illinois
Far mer Bureau pronoting |livestock throughout

Illinois as well as working with county Farm Bur eau
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offices to answer questions and help guide themwth
any prograns or infornmation that they may need to
share with their nenbers on |ivestock devel opnment
and production within their area.

A couple of things that | wanted to just
share with you this evening. |'ve heard a | ot of
concerns over odor and sone issues over, you know,
that it m ght be sonething that the comunity is
concerned about with tourism And those are
concerns certainly that are valid, but I think the
presentation that we heard fromthe Hartnmans toni ght
certainly pointed out that they are neeting all of
the eight criteria, and they're going to go above
and beyond sone of the things to ensure that this is
an asset to the community, not only to Sibley but to
Ford County as well.

And so | just wanted to comrenorate them
and thank themfor being here this evening to share
this information and to pronote hog production
within Ford County, bringing a young famly into the
Ford County area, which will bring sone of those
young peopl e and sone of the tax rolls back into
Ford County, which is desperately needed in this

situation, as well as bringing some gui dance and
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sone of the information to their opportunity to have
an extended livestock production facility that w |l
al so have nore young peopl e bei ng brought back into
the area. So thank you for having ne here and
havi ng everyone here to hear fromthe Hartnman
facility and |l earn nore about this project.

MR. COLL: Thank you. Finally this
eveni ng, we have N c Anderson.

MR. ANDERSON: N ¢ Anderson,
A-NDE-R S ON

MR. COLL: Thank you.

(Ni c Anderson was duly sworn/affirned.)

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you. Thank you,
Departnent of Ag, for this opportunity, and the
county board, to call this neeting so we can find
out a |l ot nore about the Hartmans, this farm and
how t hey apply thenselves to the LM-A

| nmet -- I've known the Hartnans over the
years, but | got to neet the famly | ast spring.
And they had gi ven sone thought about this project
| ong before that, and they cane to this point that
if we're going to nove forward -- | work with the
I'l'linois Livestock Devel opment Group and | help

farmers conply with the act. W had a | ot of phone
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conversations and tal ked about conpliance and what
do we do with setbacks, what about water, a | ot of
t he i ssues on odor that you fol ks have brought up.
And | do appreciate sonme of the concerns you have.

And we always call it "the proof's in the
pudding.” And |I think we net the Hartnans tonight
and know what kind of famly they are, and |
appreci ate the community wants young peopl e and
young fam lies com ng back to this conmunity, and
Philip is one of those people. Introduced his wfe.
They're going to live on the farm and grow their
famly in a great conmunity.

| got here early and M. Meyers kind of
gave ne a little history. And all | have to do is
| ook around this area and at the historic society,
this city area was built on agriculture. | think
this is a chance for us to celebrate that and
enbrace it.

Qdor can be managed. They showed you how
they can inplenent a |lot of that stuff, that's not
the end of it, but Hartmans are the kind of people,
if there are those chall enges, we need to
comruni cate, and that if we can do that, we can

address those issues. |It's not a day in, day out
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your life is ruined. W have a |lot of comunities
across Illinois that coexist with livestock. The
proof is out there. |If there are challenges with
existing farnms, we're fortunate to have industry
peopl e here, that we need to find out about those
and sol ve those challenges if they exist.

Agricul ture has surrounded Si bley for
years. This wll be part of it. The site |location

and the choices that they nake, they were all
determ ned on how that barn was built, how it
conplies with the act, howit neets the act and how
it fits best into that | andscape, and | believe it
was the best choice. W talked a |Iot about a | ot of
options out there. They've done their due
di | i gence.

Qur role as an industry is to support them
and support themfollowi ng the rul es, being good
nei ghbors, and doing what's best. M sincerest hope
Is, If this barn can get through the process and get
built and it goes into operation, that there's
al ways good conmmuni cati on, and we cone back a year
fromnow or two years fromnow and we all |earned a
| esson that agriculture and |ivestock production

will exist, and | believe the proof will be in the
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puddi ng. And ny hope is we'll have a di scussion
that we did have those concerns, but the Hartnans
did a job that we're not concerned about and we need
nmore folks |like themin the country.

| encourage the county board to give a
positive recommendation. | know there's economc
I mpact that cones with this, a |ot of new taxes, a
| ot of activity, so that's what creates jobs in
communi ties and support for this rural area and we
desperately need it.

So | appreciate the opportunity and the
nmeeting, and | hope the board gives a positive
reconmendati on. And please, if those concerns that
you have don't get addressed, the industry is here
totalk to you. | amavailable any tine to visit
about that. And if there are those chall enges, we
as farners can adapt to that and overcone that.

We' ve done that for nany, nany years. And | see no
doubt if that does happen here, we can overcone it
and coexist. Thank you for your tine.

MR. COLL: Thank you. This concl udes the
oral testinony portion of the neeting. Entered into
the record as Exhibit 6 is the attendance sign-up

sheet . Entered into the record as Exhibit 7 is the
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oral testinony sign-in sheet.

And now | "m going to nove to the cl osing
comrent section of the infornmational neeting. Are
there any closing remarks fromthe facility?

MR. RYAN HARTMAN: We'd like to thank
everyone for comng this evening and giving us the
opportunity to show you what we're -- what we're
hoping to do there on our farm So thank you. And
t hank you to the departnent for putting the neeting
on.

MR. COLL: Any closing remarks fromthe
depart ment ?

MR ONENS: Yes. On behalf of the
Departnent of Agriculture's Bureau of Environnmenta
Prograns, | would like to thank you for your
participation in this Public Infornational Meeting.
Let ne assure you that the departnment appreciates
the tine and effort you have put forward to provide
us with your comments. |'msure that the Ford
County Board will consider them as they devel op
t heir recommendati on to the departnent regarding the
proposed facility. They will certainly be
considered by the departnent as the depart nment

conpl etes our eval uati on process. Thank you again
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and have a safe trip hone.

MR. COLL: Thank you. As | nentioned
earlier, a copy of the transcript will be provided
to the county board. For others desiring a copy,
the transcript will be avail able by contacting the
court reporter. Thank you for your attendance
tonight. This Public Infornmational Meeting is
her eby adj our ned.

(Adjourned at 7:17 p.m)
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STATE OF ILLINO'S )
) SS
COUNTY OF FORD )

I, June Haene, a Notary Public in and for
t he County of Ford, State of Illinois, do hereby
certify that the Public Informational Meeting was
taken at the Sullivant Township Hall, 125 West Ohio
Street, Sibley, Illinois, on January 17, 2019.

That the said Public Informational Meeting
was taken down in stenograph notes and afterwards
reduced to typewiting under ny instruction and that
the transcript is a true record of the Public
I nfornmati onal Meeti ng.

| do further certify that | am a
di sinterested person in this cause of action; that |
amnot a relative, or otherwise interested in the
event of this action, and amnot in the enploy of
the attorneys for either party.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affi xed ny notarial seal this 25th day of
January, 2019.

JUNE HAEME, CSR
NOTARY PUBLI C

"OFFI Cl AL SEAL"

June Haene

Notary Public, State of Illinois
My Conm ssion Expires:

Sept enber 28, 2020
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