
The Centennial Farm Program was 
established to honor the generations of 
farmers who have worked to maintain family 
farms in Illinois. Each Centennial Farm 
designee is a link to America's heritage and 
a reminder that the family farm remains a 
viable entity in today's agriculture. 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture 
administers the Centennial Farms Program. 
Since the program's inception in 1972, the 
department has certified more than 10,200 
farms. 

To qualify as a Centennial Farm, an 
agricultural property must have been owned 
by a straight or collateral line of 
descendants of the original owner for at 
least 100 years. Applicants must complete 
the application and verification forms found 
on the following pages. These forms 
request information regarding the present 
owner and location of the farm, a listing of 
ancestral owners and third-party verification 
of records proving lineal or collateral 
descent. A recognized title searcher, such 
as an abstractor, an attorney or a recorder 
of deeds, can verify lineal descent. 
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While completion of the application and 
verification forms is mandatory, completion 
of the original owner information sheet 
found on the last page is optional. 

Applicants meeting all requirements of the 
program are notified by mail. The owner 
receives an official Centennial Farm sign 
suitable for outdoor display and a certificate 
bearing signatures of the Governor of Illinois 
and the Director of the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture. All application materials and 
other papers of historical significance are 
placed on file at the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture. 

Completed application and verification forms, 

along with an $50 processing fee, should be 
sent to: 

Illinois Centennial Farms Program 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 
State Fairgrounds 
P. 0. Box 19281
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9281

Please make checks payable to the 
Centennial Farm Signs Fund 

For more information: 
Phone: 217/557-6993 
Email: agr.centfarms@illinois.gov 
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