
Licenses Issued by the Bureau of Meat and Poultry Inspection: 

Type 1: Establishments issued a Type 1 license shall be permitted to receive live animals and or poultry 
and/or meat and poultry products for slaughter and processing, under inspection, by Department 
Personnel. Meat and/or poultry products that are produced, under inspection, and properly labeled are 
eligible for sale in intrastate commerce. 

Type 2: Establishments issued a type 2 license shall be permitted to receive live animals and/or poultry 
and/or meat and poultry products for slaughter and processing as a service only. Animals and poultry 
and/or animal and poultry products may be presented for slaughter and/or processing by the owner for 
the owner's own personal use in his or her household. Meat and/or poultry products processed and/or 
produced in a Type 2 establishment are not eligible for sale in commerce. 

Procedures for Obtaining A License 

Persons purchasing a plant that is currently licensed under the Illinois Meat and Poultry Inspection Act, 
have the right to see any official documentation in the possession of the current plant owner(s), i.e., 
state reviews, Noncompliance Records (NR) etc., that contain pending plant deficiencies which have not 
yet been completed. ALL DEFICIENCIES MUST BE CORRECTED AND APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
BEFORE A NEW LICENSE WILL BE ISSUED. 

1. An Application for License form must be completed and sent to the Springfield Office. 

2. Professionally prepared drawings are helpful, but not required. However, drawings, specification 
sheets, and plot plans must be drawn to standards of professional quality.  

o Drawings must include drains sinks, and other water outlets. 
o Drawings must also include a material list for all food areas (floors, walls, ceilings) 

3. All items must be addressed before blueprints may be approved. Blueprints should be mailed to the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Meat and Poultry Inspection, P.O. Box 19281, 
Springfield, IL 62794-9281. To avoid confusion, it is suggested that blueprints be sent by Certified 
Mail, Return Receipt Requested.  PLEASE MAIL THE BLUEPRINTS AND MATERIAL LIST WITH YOUR 
APPLICATION. 

4. A meeting should be held with the current owner(s) to review documentation of deficiencies, i.e., 
Plant Improvement Program, NR's, reviews. 

5. ANY REQUIRED CONSTRUCTION AND/OR RENOVATION PROJECT(S) THAT MAY BE REQUIRED, 
SHOULD NOT BEGIN UNTIL AFTER THE BLUEPRINTS ILLUSTRATING THE CHANGES HAVE BEEN 
APPROVED. 

6. Contact should be made with the Front Line Supervisor in charge of the area in which the plant is 
located about preparation and approval of labels (work on the label approval process may be done 
while any required remodeling/construction is underway). All construction/remodeling must be 
completed and labels approved before a license can be issued. 

7. Sanitation Standard Operating Procedure (SSOP), HACCP (HAZARD ANALYSIS and CRITICAL CONTROL 
POINTS) plan and Written Recall Plan must be assembled and verified before the inauguration of 
inspection. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Animals/meat-inspection/Documents/meatpoultrylicenseap.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Animals/meat-inspection/Documents/meatpoultrylicenseap.pdf


8. Written procedures for the recall of any inspected meat/poultry food products must be prepared and 
be available for review prior to issuing license. These written procedures must specify how the 
licensed establishment will decide whether to conduct a product recall, and how the establishment 
will effect the recall, should it decide that one is necessary. 

9. The final step in the licensing process is a walk-through plant review, by the Front Line Supervisor and 
an official from the Springfield Office, to insure that everything has been completed.  

 
NO OPERATIONS MAY COMMENSE IN THE PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT UNTIL WRITTEN APPROVAL IS 
PROVIDED BY THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, BUREAU OF MEAT AND POULTRY 
INSPECTION. 
 
Failure to complete this licensing process, within a year of the date of application, will cause the 
application to be deleted from the pending files and considered closed. 
 
References: Code of Federal Regulations 9 CFR 200 Part 416.1through 416.5 (these items may be 
requested from the Springfield Meat and Poultry Inspection Office or accessed online at: 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/cfr/2019/title9 ). 
 
 
Any person who believes he or she or any specific class of individuals has been subjected to 
discrimination by the Illinois Meat and Poultry Inspection Program or believes that the Illinois Meat and 
Poultry Inspection Program is otherwise in noncompliance with the provisions of an applicable civil 
rights requirement may file a complaint with the USDA Office of Civil Rights. A complainant has 180 days 
from the date of the alleged discriminatory action or the time that they became aware of it to file a 
program discrimination complaint with USDA. 

Director, Office of Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Room 316-W Whitten Building 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 
Telephone: (202) 720-5964 (Voice and TDD) 

 

 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/Animals/meat-inspection/Pages/Meat-Poultry-License.aspx 
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